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Fumleian Lectures. 


SOME POINTS IN THE RELATION BETWEEN 
MEDICAL AND LEGAL PRACTICE. 


Delivered at the Royal College of Physicians, 
By J.. RUSSELL REYNOLDS, M_D., F.R.CP., 


BOLMAR PROFESSOR OF CLINICAL MEDICINE, UNIVERSITY COLLEGE; 
PHYSICIAN TO UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


LECTURE L—Pazr L 


Ir is a frequent ground of complaint in scientific and other 
journals, as it is also a grievance of common daily life, that 
medical testimony in a court of law is one of the most unsatis- 
factory exhibitions of medical science. The grievances, and 
the complaints about them, are, I believe, unnecessarily fre- 
quent and undaly great. They do exist, however, and while 
they do so, although very little, if anything, can be gained by 
anderrating their importance, a careful examination of their 
source may do much to prevent their recurrence. In the course 
of lectures which it is my honour to commence to-day I wish 
so to direct attention to some of those points in their practice 
wherein two great professions—the medical and the legal— 
often meet as to explain the reason for their frequent divergence, 
and suggest some means which might conduce to their co- 
operation. 


It is well sometimes to lose sight of special cases, and tarn 
our attention to that which is general, and which underlies 
them, in order to discover, if we can, whether any wrong prin- 
ciples are at work, right action upon which may lead to 
erroneous and mischievous results. Questions arise with re- 
gard to insanity, infanticide, legitimacy, rape, compensation 
for injury, life assurance, and the like, in the settlement of 
which questions scientific testimony is needed, and has to be 
sifted by legal methods, The result of such sifting is often 
unsatisfactory to many, and sometimes to all, of the parties 
imterested in the inves‘igation. There must be some reasons 
for this want of satisfaction, and if those reasons can be dis- 
covered much may be done to supply the want; and my wish 
is so to direct attention to those reasons for dissatisfaction that 
the evils dependent upon them may be removed or lessened. 

The terms used to describe three professions— ly, 
Law, Physic, aad Divinity—are tenting” ook teen hese 
convenient *‘ housvhold words,” so that by their employment 
we divide from one another, and roughly classify, a large num- 
ber of our fellow-men. But the very familiarity of this mode 
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expert has to state both facts and opinions; and) it hes some. 
times been thought that the practical evils attaching to many 
i investigations arise from the introduction of the 
that if testimony were borne to facts only, less 
i ‘* With regard to facts,” it is sometimes 
of the contradiction that is encoun- 

opinion. Facts are unal 
one of them, well observed, is worth 
inions.” This is true enough ; man cannot 
change ich has been; the fact itself is obsti- 
nate, and stubborn enough ; but it has to be w observed, 
and well and truthfully ted. In a court of law, a 
medical witness does not present or bring forward a fact, but 
his own version of it, or description of it, in words. A fact is 
a a not a verbal statement. Facts and opinions 
differ one another in their nature, and differ widely ; but 
statements of facts have often some element of opinion in them. 
Whatever a fact may be in itself, it cannot be appreciated by 
a human mind without some aid from opinion ; it cannot be 
recorded without further aid, nor represented without still 
further assi The appreciation and statement of a 
scientific fact ires much aid of this kind, and hence there 
is not the wide difference that has sometimes been su to 
exist between testimony in regard of the one and of the other. 
There are several conditions which are necessary in order to 
confer value upon the statement of a fact. In the first place, 
it is necessary that it be observed. Much of the testimony 
so contradictory may be traced to this, that some 
witnesses to this effect: ‘I observed nothing of the 
kind that has been described ; I saw no indication of insanity 
of mind—no evidence of injury to the body— indeed, none of 
the phenomena detailed by others.” And such statements 
entirely true. A man must be either well in- 
or preternaturally clever who can take in all the facts 
of acase. Information will lead him to look for small but 
i t facts, which, in default of knowledge, ordinary 
ity, or even the highest amount of intelli ce, would fail to 
observe. The history of medicine teems with illustrations of 
this principle. Some of the most fruitful discoveries in science 
have been duo to the recognition of = fact which must have 
tim ore, but which had escaped the 
eeene et ore ieee ee oe ae 
some istories of dropsy given by Morgagni, we 
beautiful examples of a disease for the explanation of 
it required our own great Bright to supply the missing 
we read Andral's case of apoplexy, we Gucl ltt 
i igidi muscle—which has been 


e last 


the records of hemiplegia for 
thousand years, we fail to find any notice of the curious asso- 


value. Or, if we 
iati right-sided disease and defects of language to 
which M. Broca and Dr. Hughlings Jackson have of late 
directed our attention. These illustrations, which might be 
multiplied indefinitely, are sufficient to show that knowled 
is required in order to observe a fact; and that some of the 
most easily observed and obvious phenomena may escape the 
eyes and the thought of those who have been investigating, 
and that with great earnestness, the symptoms of disease. The 
value of the negative statement, ‘I observed nothing of the 
reciated when it is reduced to 


Observation often requires the stimulus of an object in order 
that it may be definite and minute ; and if that object be to 
learn the truth,—not some general truth, but the exact answer 
to a distinct question asked,—it rarely fails to meet with its 
Of course if a man asks questions with a foregone 
conclusion in his own mind as to what the answer ought to be, 
he will usually suoceed in propping up his own pet ry, or 
in demolishing or putting out of the way a few stubborn facts 
that would not be twisted to his own mode of thinking. 


for further discovery. A slight halt in the 

difference in the size of the pupils, so 
unnoticed by the patient or his friends, may 
lesion when associated with some- 





S tdi qaene wih Op ene ee ae 
may give to explain why some ifli 
dyepepere has ended in » sudden death. “ Thae anes ait 
culty when walking in the dark, eagerness to lay hold 
object for support, or the to look at the foot 
ground when walking, may show the beginning of » 
stinate malady. These and a hundred other little poi 
trained or observer sees and i duly, 
move ye Meee dy mye eee a i 
requires special Ww. to o ethem. I not mean 
to appreciate them or estimate their value, but to i 
their existence. ‘hey are not obtrusive facts; they do not 
strike the eye or ear ; they are real enough and obvious enough: 
but they must be “looked for.” Few auscultators are keen 
enough to be struck by a faint crackling rhonchus or a feeble 
murmur if they do not listen to the chest, or if they examine it 
through a seal-skin waistcoat. There are not many who would 
notice slight wasting of a limb or rigidi 
trousers and thick stays. Patients 
such manner as of themselves to direct attention to 
seat of morbid change. The ici i i 
comes through the mind of 
vations by his own mind, and 
otherwise escape his notice. An i 
may fail to observe accurately; but an ignorant man 
be a observer. Let me not be misunderstood : a 
keenly-set natural faculties may observe much, 
innocent of any intention beyond that of ar tow | 
further, his observations may eed ene ue 0 
their freedom from bias. But his o i are 
haustive, and they often fail through mere negation : 
not thought of * looking for” this or that. Again, 
learned man may be to fe par exgnsiel tien * 
= class of rng Egat arn e may have no ‘ 
eir interpretation, rs) ions May possess a 
value. The former is an ‘*i t” though shrewd observer, 
and his statements will fail in entireness ; but the latter is, to 
i i i = man, and, so far as his in- 


is observations, 
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must be not only an able observer, but an instructed man, 
20 learned a0 to give hineslf hie own instrestivns: 

Many very obvious things thrust themselves w every- 
body, at it requires no special knowledge for thar ? recogni- 
tion. It needs no testimony from an expert to say that some 
men are mad, that others are suffering from severe if not fatal 
bodily disease, and that others have sustained a grievous loss. 
A man may be so wild that a dog can make a diagnosis of his 
insanity ; so ill that an almost imbecile or pauper nurse may 
furnish a fair prognosis of his malady ; v0 OriPBIet mn bat 
of limb, that a ild may pit its strength against him: but 
such cases do not often become topics for medico-legal investi- 

ion. It is when no such striking facts are patent, when the 
indications are either — —— or susceptible of dif- 
ferent interpretations, medico - processes become 
scntidhs aah taipteol See nade 1 een, The 
sone eT erder to spprosato the cam 
or facts in to i case : 
looked for; a case is not ‘ well-observed” 
looked for ; and the fact of looking for them 
and eee aid of the 

: - or their - 
alone, that they require a well-directed ; 
so directed, there is nothing needed for their detection 
faculties with which man is ordinarily endowed. 
others, however, which require a a 
observance,—I do not mean for -— 
their mere recognition as facts. For exam 
OO ies el eee 
alkaline or acid, and when it is so ; whether it 
the heart-sounds are 
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Fusthes, a man must be not only able, by virtue of 
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, the of correspon opinions, faith- 
y, and often with equally good faith, based upon the diverse 
ience of indivieale. 

ere is no human faculty more difficult to exercise fairly 
than tod re ; and this is so even when the circumstances 
which for its operation are the most conducive to its healthy 
development. There is no faculty which is, more 
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easily abused when the conditiéns are unfavourable, and the 


a patient, or a party, who if not treated irly, at all events 
ieves or represents such to be the case. Usually many con- 
ferences and muck legal correspondence have already taken 
ylace ; the individual or individuals su to be aggrieved 
fnew what is said on the opposite side, and often carefully 
conceal much of it; they know their own weak points, and 
hide them; they are aware of their strong points, and bring 
them — forward, or dexterously and simply take 
pains they be seen; they are primed to the with 
all that tells on their own conclusion, and ignore carefully all 
that might count against it. The tale is an ex parte one of in- 
jury done or about to be inflicted ; the objections raised by 
the other side—viz., those which are communicated,—are often 
tortured and ; the story is, or may be, consistent 
with itself and with the facts that can be observed, and if in 
its telling it be not overdone, and the doctor be appealed to with 
apparent and a few complimentary as to 
his knowledge and candour, and with the utterance of an earnest 
wish that he would “simply express his opinion whatever it 
may be,” he may, in rare instances, take the opposite side ; 
in still rarer will he, or can he, hold the balance evenly; while 
in many—with the most upright of intentions—he some 
bias, not ily in opinion, but in his observation of the 
facts. He sees the case, not of choice, but of necessity, from 
4 particular point of view, and from that point he may fail to 
see all that it contains—all that bears upon it. There is no 

i in this, although there may be weakness; so i 
might be done to alter the circumstances, as I hope to show 
hereafter ; but under the i ici 
cannot alter, he is tage. 

Let it be remem that truth, or at all events all the 
truth, is not always with either the one or the other side; that 
indeed it not unfrequently lies somewhere between the two, a 
little on this side or that of the line which is about to be drawn, 
and that sometimes the line is one which, on purely scientific 

the medical witness would not be disposed to draw; 
Bo aes enennn sth ant eves im os rte statement 
ma correct, may be legitimate up to 
to be drawn; that with ere 
integrity 
‘ound i 


i t again; but the majority, by a law of their 
nature, chert foes tae pointes whieh tiny aad 
if honest in their purpose, come to the truth. The 





vouring to ascertain all the facts which might militate against 
them. It is hard to do this fairly, but yet it may be done. 
When done, however, it will not t the evil I have alluded 
to—the necessary bias as to facts in a doubtful case. Few men 
could so play at chess, the right hand against the left, as to 
ensure a long succession of drawn games ; few can hold the 
balance so fairly as to be influenced only for the right by every- 
pew Be Rie Ree SR Bead My hyd 
faculties to the highest point of honour, and this, I believe, in 
the vast majority even of discordan 


fowtiien of the actual facts of the case under consideration. 





ON A 
NEW METHOD OF TREATING COMPOUND 
FRACTURE, ABSCESS, ETC. 
WITH OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONDITIONS OF SUPPURATION, 


By JOSEPH LISTER, Esq., F.R.S., 
PROFESSOR OF SURGERY IN THE UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW. 
PART I.—(Continued.) 

ON COMPOUND FRACTURE. 

Case 5.—Charles F-——., a fine, intelligent boy, seven years 
of age, was knocked down at eight p.m. on June 23rd, 1866, 
by an omnibus crowded with inside and out, and 
one if not both wheels passed over his right leg, breaking both 
the bones and inflicting a frightfully extensive wound. The 
person who brought him to the infirmary said that he had lost 
a great deal of blood, and the presence of a compress in the 
ham, placed there by the medical man who saw him at the 
time of the accident, corroborated this statement. When I 
saw the child, after an unavoidable delay of three hours, he 
was greatly prostrated by shock as well as hemorrhage, so 
much so that amputation appeared likely to afford but a slender 
chance of life, although the state of the injured parts seemed 
at first sight to admit of no alternative. The tibia, which was 
broken about its middle, lay exposed in a wound occupying 
almost the entire length and breadth of the inner aspect of the 
leg, reaching from the inner condyle of the femur to within an 
inch and a quarter of the tip of the internal malleolus; the 
skin having been stripped back so as to lay bare the gastroc- 
nemius as well as the bone. The large flap of integument was 
perforated about two inches from its edge opposite to the seat 
of fracture, and there was also an opening in the skin on the 
outer side of the leg, implying that the violence had acted 
with full effect upon the whole thickness of the limb. Yet 
the bone was not comminuted, and the muscles, though evi- 
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next morning was 120. The bandage having been 
cut away sufficiently to enable the tin to be removed, the 
wound was found to have gaped so that the lint no lo 
covered the whole of it. Pieces of the cloth, which had 
soaked with the exuded blood, were placed upon the 
part, and also over the lint so as to make the crust 
substantial, and the whole was freely treated with car- 
id. The tin was then bulged out so as to be aecommo- 
to the thickened crust, while overlapping the neighbour- 
in to a slight extent; being retained in position by a 
turns of bandage. A hot fomentation was then placed 
inner aspect of the limb, and the whole leg enveloped 
in a sheet of block-tin secured by ome bandages. 

In the evening the pulse was 136, and on the following 
morning, thirty-six hours after the accident, it had risen to 
168, and was very weak. He lay talking to himself in a ram- 
. bling manner, unable to understand what was said to him. 
He was extremely restless, and had taken no food whatever 
since his admission. During the next night, however, he be- 
came and took a little milk ; and on the morning of 
the third he was found to be again intelligent, while the 

had f. to 140, and was of fair strength. ‘The skin in 
vicinity of the injury, both at the knee and ankle, was 
free from Giecoloration or swelling ; but part of the large flap 
of skin over the calf was of purple tint, and had evidently lost 
its vitality. This dead part was touched with carbolic acid, 
to preserve it from decomposition, and convert it into a crust 
for the protection of the subjacent textures, and an additional 
iece of tin was applied to cover it. A good deal of brown 
parent fluid escaped from beneath the crust. 

On the fourth day the pulse was 120; he was quite bright 
and tranquil, and said he felt no pain. There was still no 
odour about the injured part, except that of carbolic acid. The 
diacharge was much diminished, and was principally serous. 

By the sixth day the pulse was as low as 108. He had a 
hearty appetite, and also took with avidity the six ounces of 

wine allowed him during the twenty-four hours. His 

e, which had previously been dry, was moist. He had 
slept well at night, though waking occasionally with a scream. 
The discharge from beneath the crust, trifling in amount, was 
chietly serous. 


On the eighth day the splint was removed for the first time, 
covered with sheet-tin in order to prevent the dis- 

from softening the pasteboard. The leg had become 
alightly bent inwards through the yielding of the splint ; and 
it was now straightened, the upper margin of the crust 
became detached, exposing a deep granulating cavity. A bit 
of lint, cipped in carbolic acid, was applied lightly over this 
and the tin was readjusted so as to cover it. Pres- 


opening, 
sure in the le gsi pa of the injured part, about the knee, 


ankle, and calf, failed to induce the slightest increase of the 
disch which was thus shown to come merely from the 
surface the crust, and was still for the most part trans- 


parent. 
At the close of the second week his state was on the whole 
favourable. His general health was much improved ; 
although he still suffered occasionally, especially at night, 
from restless movements of the limb, these had been much re- 
strained by a new splint, extending from half way up the 
i toes. The wound was certainly very large, mea- 
inches in length by six im greatest width ; but it 
almost the entire circumference. In order 
to:permit cicatrisation, which carbolic acid tends to check, the 
detached edges of the crust had been clipped away, and the 
exposed narrow ring of granulations was d with lint 
dipped in a solution of sulphite of potash—tive grains to an 
ounce of water. The crust, however, was still touched daily 
as before with carbolic acid, while the tin still covered the 
whole of the injured part. By this means it was intended that 
cicatrisation should be allowed to go on, and yet decomposition 
Sn emer be wevented | cut Sin sane, © to a 
great extent, if not entirely, attaifted. 
There was, however, one unfavourable circumstance. The 
little sore on the outer side of the leg, which had been dressed 
without carbolic acid, had for some time been 
observed to be penning ened par Goria ing, now oe yan 
unmistakably the appearance of a mild form of hospi - 
grene, and became blended with the main sore. For two al 
an attempt was made to correct the disease by touching t 
affected part with nitric acid; but on the eighteenth day it 
was clear that some more effectual measures must be adopted, 
as the skin in the vicinity had become insidiously undermined 
to a very serious extent. Accordingly I placed the boy under 
chloroform, and scraped away with a spoon all the soft grey 





sloughs, slitting up the skin in order to gain access to 

and in some parts ciipping "seem of it away, and then i 
the strongest nitric acid thoroughly to the bleeding 

As the disease extended up to the anterior edge of the crust, 
[ thought it right to examine the state of the parts beneath, 
and as it was pretty loose [ removed it, And nowa sight pre- 
sented itself which filled me with horror. There was, mdeed, 
no appearance of hospital gangrene in the parts which the crust 
had covered, the granulations there having the florid aspect of 
perfect health ; but in the large sore lay the lower fragment of 
the tibia, freely exposed to the extent of two inches and a half 
in length, bare and white like a macerated bone, Attheupper 
end of this fragment, and ap; tly for a considerable distance 
from it, the bone was thus denuded round its entire circum- 
ference; and, judging from previous experience, there was 
reason to expect that, even if the patient should survive the 
profuse suppuration which was to be anticipated, about two 
inches of the whole thickness of the tibia must exfoliate, an 
amount of loss which, in the child’s small limb, would of neces- 
sity render it utterly useless. The upper fragment was also 
bare for about half an inch just above its extremity, but the 
end itself was covered with prominent granulations, 

Though despairing of any good result, I resolved to watch 
for a while the progress of events, to amputate as 
soon as the boy’s health should show signs of failing; and 
comforting myself with the reflection that he had been brought 
into a state greatly more favourable for the operation than on 
his admission. In order to keep down the amount of the dis- 
charge the sore was dressed with the sulphite of potash loti 
a poultice being applied to the part which had been 
with nitric acid. hen the sloughs caused by the caustic 
separated a healthy surface appeared, which in the course of 
the next ten days was nearly healed. In other parts of the 
sore, however, grey patch ionally showed themselves, 
assuming healthy characters after being touched with carboli¢ 
acid, which, when efficient, has the advantage over other 
caustics of being painless. But at length spots of hospital 
gangrene appeared in a form no longer amenable to this mild 
treatment, in spite of which they an to extend rapidly 
and on the 26th of July it became necessary to put the 
again under chloroform and apply nitric acid in the same 
thorough manner as before. This bad the effect of prod 
a perfectly healthy state of the whole sore, which proceedec 
to heal with great rapidity ; so that by the 8th of August it 
was found to measure an inch less in length and two inches 
less in greatest breadth than at the time when the crust wag 
removed. 

In the meantime his general health, instead of Ssevieentings 
had improved, and he was evidently regaining flesh, while 
discharge of pus was astonishingly little considering the state 
of the limb, being barely sufficient to soak the single layer of 
lint that covered the sore. 

The explanation of this satisfactory state of things was 
afforded by an observation of much interest made at this 

iod. Since the removal of the crast the granulations had 
| growing up on all sides about the bone, so that the bare 
part of the upper fragment was almost entirely covered in, 
even the lower fragment, which projected beyond the level 
the upper, was to a extent embedded in the new growth, 
It been noti before the end of this fragment was so 
much covered up, that ulations were 8 ing from the 
medullary canal, showing that the bone was not dead im ite 
entire thickness. Nevertheless, as the superficial parts had 
certainly lost their vitality, I had not doubted that a thin layer 
at least must exfoliate from the whole. Now, however, I eb- 
served that some of the surface which remained e: had 
assumed a pink colour, implying that the layer of bone, 
whatever its thickness might have originally had become 
so thin as to be t nt, through absorption by new tissue 
growing in the interior. Further, on attempting to pass the 
eyed end of a probe between the tibia and the i 
which had envelo it, I found to my surprise that the in- 
strument could only be intreduced for a very short distance, 
the grannlations, with the omagton of a narrow free border, 
being everywhere adherent, The new tissue outside the bone: 
had eoalesced with that within, after complete ion of 
the intervening dead stratum. Hence the 
of discharge from around the bone. 

During the following month I was absent from home, but 
was informed that De same was for some vo | 
continued : the ions ually encroaching more 
more on the exposed bone, and ahering to a aa they 
advanced. The upper fragment was thus enti 
without any exfoliation occurring, and the bare of the 
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lower fragment was reduced to os rene small dimen- 
sions. On the 10th of September of the dead 
Say eet Poe 
Bete nae an ae ee ee 

shape, full a quarter of circumfer 

the tin being detent At handy end, where it 

cate most prominent and had joured, it had 
the full thickness of hin bene thaanot but towards the 
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bevelled in a manner that sdmitted of no 
ion than that the granulations overla the 
externally had been engaged in its absorption. On 
magnifier to these —a ee external |; 
seen to ta velv: 

restof the exterior bat resembling the tatarnal | thet 

he exfoliation. 
y observation at all analogous to this with which I 
inted is that of the effects produced ~ = the ivory 
in Dieffenbach’s method of treating ununited fracture, 
the pegs driven into the bone having been ob- 
removed, to bray suffered diminution in size. 
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out the great importance of the fact in its 
caer ice. Meanwhile I may 
i the function of absorp- 
orp ony ie are wagon age hy Mere 
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ulations, the most rudimentary 5 
Ealing wpe sng gubedts cckahanin ta. tte 


see at once the value of the observation with refe- 
the treatment of compound fracture with carbolic 
it shows that in cases in which the bone is exposed, 

be applied so freely as to cause death of its 
gee indu exfoliation. 


gi af 
ce 


it not been for that eruel scourge, 
hospital gangrene. s, however, had shown itself ten days 
before the removal o the exfoliation, not in the sore, but 
about an nee ene from its edge, as a ule in the cicatrix, which 


slough that soon showed its cha- 
inky pring considerable destruction of 
kindly. 


o— 
“yo Sates 


form, and in spite of the most use of nitric 
pd several occasions, which produced illusory a 
o! porary improvement, by the 27th of the mont 
had become 
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on the the tine tha ESF ae Se er i 
dressing was progress was uninter- 
till the Ben of J , when the sore 

entirely healed, and he was allowed for the first 

finns to pot his foot to the ground. The contraction of the 

— nae s one part the i 

caused some bending of jg anrarher pontancoly by hs 

The former has since 

habitual stad, niting in bed with the logs 

wall proke’ inting of the toes has also 

coon pus off entirely, witha te dvinon 
Nal aah which I had in view. The tibia, which has 
soc tenn So et Sey Bs ee eae and 
the contour of the limb is natural. genera] health 
excellent; Tat he war detained ts tho hmnecital til tae 9th Geek 
ine 1887), A ct tes ba women Wy oo ae 
on the integument of the leg irritated 
poulticing. 


(To be continued.) 
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ON A CASE 
or 
EXTRA-UTERINE PREGNANCY: 
WITH CLINICAL REMARKS. 


By ROBERT GREENHALGH, M_.D., 
PHY at EUR TO ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL, AND LECTURER 
ON DISEASES OP WOMEN AND CHILDREN; CONSULTING PHYSICIAN 
TO THE CITY OF LONDON LYING-IN WOSPITAL; BRC. 





GrnxTLEMEN,—The infrequency of extra-uterine pregnancy, 
the difficulties usually attending its diagnosis, the dangers 
present and prospective with which it is surrounded, and the 
insufficiency of all means hitherto devised for its arrest and 
safe termination will, I trust, be deemed sufficient grounds for 
occupying your time with the details of the following case, 
and with some reflections having a practical bearing upon this 
most important class of cases. 

On the 4th of last October I was hurriedly summoned to 
the bedside of a lady who, I was informed, was suffering from 
the effects of extra-uterine pregnancy. I learnt on my arrival 
at the house that a general practitioner in the neighbourhood 
had been hastily applied to on account of the patient having 
been seized with sudden and acute pain, like cramp, im the 
lower abdomen. After a careful investigation he somewhat 
indiscreetly informed the patient of what he believed to be the 
nature of the case and the danger of her condition, which had 
so alarmed her and her husband that they at once requested 


See malas alk Oe began to be very sick in the 
morning, when, after violent retching, she brought 
but mucus, snetetaniiy aieeh SOR ETN, Se 
she was never without a eet nausea, which, however, 
did not material! her appetite. Two months 
tiene tender and began to swell, and she 
enlarging, and around them the skin be- 
darker ; one eons “*pimples” at the same 
ce, she thought more marked on 
e 
groin i ti ing to the 
mont upper part of the thigh, which she desertbed as 3 
“bursting” sensation, accompanied at times, 
exertion, with considerable irritability of the 
rectum. These symptoms gradually increased up to the time 
of my visit, when she was in the vs 
increased by the slightest movement that she d 
position. Having ascertained these facts I comnine tar 
which manifested all the usual characteristics of the 
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t condition at the third month, " ably depicted by 
Montgomery. placed on the back I proceeded to ex- 
amine the abdomen, the parietes of which were thin and flaccid, 
when she screamed with agony, especially when pressure was 
™inding over oe. left iliac fossa. 
sont to make an accurate investigation, she 
PR fm 2 y placed under the influence of chloroform, the 
bladder and bowels having been previously evacuated, —— 
the nates were brought close to the edge of the bed, the thig’ 
being flexed - yew the abdomen, and her head propped “pith 
ws. The abdomen was tympanitic, except in the left iliac 
a little above and below Poupart’s ligament, where there 
was a sense of resistance and slight dulness on percussion : a 
bruit could be distinctly heard ae Per vagi- 
nam, the vagina was somewhat elongated ; the rugz ill-deve- 
; the cervix uteri fay gy Apogee enlarged, and spon, 
to the touch ; the margin of as auaber Go tol On 
. The cervix was driven to eer oe pelvis, the 
being occupied by a round, ill-defined, elastic swelling, 
merging into the surrounding textures, which upon pressure 
being made the left han ae ee oe ert 
within reach of the finger. I fancied more than once that 
could detect something like a feeble ballottement. The uterus 
was ly movable. At this stage of the inv ion I was 
convinced of the existence of pregnancy, but that there was no 
embryo in the uterus. I therefore ventured carefully to intro- 
duce a sound into that viscus, which passed easily three inches 
in the normal direction, ao proving that the uterus was 
in size. Per rectum, I could trace out the 
lying anteriorly and to the left of that canal, the uterus 
forced over to the right of the pelvis. I may here re- 
that this investigation was ucted with the greatest 
gentleness, i do say i a might ap even with +n 
me tender g e t, being i 
the influence of chloroform, eee ina cantertahle pa 
tion, and the strictest quiet of mind ant tchpess expend. 
IT now informed her oo of the nature of the case and its 
hazards, confirming oad precel the opinion of the in- 
& practitioner roe ed me, at the same time 
aes ae whic’ he (the bisband) declined, 
ectly satisfied wi two opinions 
'y had, and was ready to acquiesce in any plan of 
treatment I thought fit to recommend. I ordered a grain of 
with cocoa-nut butter to be introduced into the rectum, 


an oo yn with hyd ic acid and small 
o talinpocalel of essence of meat, 
time. 


ment 


to her husband the whole facts of the case 
for its treatment, I gave him distinctly 
that, although I had frequently, and with the 
introduced that instrument into pelvic tumours, 
had no my eye he whatever of its use, nor was I 
it had ever proposed, in a case similar to the 
under discussion. Moreover, I stated that in the event of 
a consultation being held to determine the advisability of such 
oes | ve my propre to ek with the shui | 
opposition. Notwi in i 
with pe ong ordi | Tf anes ity with 

another; he, however, declined to accede to any request. 

At ten o'clock on the morning of the 8th I found m patient 
more comfortable, with less pain and tenderness in the abdo- 
men, but much distressed retching every now and bana 
Game op her husband. had Se 

which her hus ven her e 
Phe i all fa otal 


< 


3 
i 


the tumour close against the roof 

easier reach. I now plunged the i 
against the tumour, into which they entered to 
an inch, when, upon withdrawing the former, 
drachms of liquor amnii, slightly tinged with 
through the canula. I may here remark that w 
pressure on the abdomen was gradually discontin 
view of preventing the ingress of air. 

For a week my patient continued to progress 
torily: the sickness and nausea, tenderness 
song = Ae ag nosy bam ys 

regainin er appetite, nervous 
almost wholly consed; in short, to use her own 

‘she was quite another woman.” On examining 
fossa, it was found nearly, if not quite, as resonant 

; there was nol Sy Ss proms oath 


gy | Tight ; 
and sh could bear to 
e rwhat des 
positi 


gi E 
4 He 


5 
EGE 


lk 


ce gett ace de eee 
On the 3rd of November last I made a careful vaginal 
eustatnation. When 1 teak te Gia oy Se 
osition and approaching its natural size. I could scarcely 
ver any trace of the extra-uterine swelling. 
Nov. 6th, 1866.—The patient is fast regaining her 
and is not conscious of any discomfort in or about the 
March 5th, 1867.—She is now in perfect health, having 
menstruated four times somewhat more freely than usual, but 
without pain. ‘ 
(To be concluded.) 
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THE PROOFS THAT LITHOTRITY IS AN 
EMINENTLY SUCCESSFUL OPERATION. 


By HENRY THOMPSON, F.R.C.S., 
SURGEON EXTRAORDINARY TO H.M. THE KING OP THE BELGIANS, 
SURGEON TO UNIVERSITY COLLEGE HOSPITAL, AND 
CLINICAL PROFESSOR OF SURGERY. 





No. IIL—(Coneluded from p. 330.) 


Tue following is an analysis of the twenty-seven cases of 
stone in the bladder in which I operated by lithotrity during 
the year 1866, and reported in the preceding number of Taz 
LANCET :— 

The oldest patient of the series had passed seventy-six years 
of age ; the youngest was thirty-nine years ; four only were 
below fifty years of age ; thirteen had a mean age of more than 
seventy years ; six were above seventy-two years of age. The 
mean age of the entire twenty-seven cases is upwards of sixty- 
two years. 
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trary, many of the worst and most difficult to deal with have 
been attracted by the success of the i ially during 
the last year, whi i of patients 
much the av: in health and 

In no case have I declined to employ li ity, unless an 
old and narrow stricture (in one case), or an i large 

Cases of atony of the bladder (erroneously called paralysis), 
of greatly hypertrophied prostate, and of hale can ond 
vesical disease, were of frequent occurrence among the series. 
[ suppose it would not be possible to collect in three years 
seventy individuals of sixty-two of age suffering from 
stone in the bladder without finding much chronic di 
among them. 

I have now, therefore, no hesitation in claiming to have 
established the following pees — 

1. That lithotrity is capable of freeing elderly patients from 
stone at a very small risk, if well-constructed instruments, 
with delicate manipulation, be employed, and if watchful care 
be exercised in the it of the pati 

2. Thos the adenatn of Weestaney hae nbver been in.atty way 
com with that which I have been able to report as the 

t of the crushing operation. 

Relative to the mode of ing I have little to 
lithotrites employed have invariabl 
by ee a oe Se een 
nious e of changing sliding into screw action, 
versa ; and also with the cylindrical handle designed by m 
which permits of the most delicate movement, as well 
the utmost solidity of grasp. 

I have never once used a preliminary injection. Mr. Clover’s 
instrument for removing fragments was employed occasionally, 
only where it seemed to be wanted ; by far the greater number 
of cases with me do not require it, but now and then it is 
pane I have never once used a syringe or any other 
a, oer Na me out to remove fragments. 

thloroform has been occasionally used—that is, in a 
small minority of cases. There has no instance of trou 
ee Certainly on not more than two 
or three occasions have I found it Zesaianny 0 aehataie 9 


forceps to remove one. 

{ have | moor wad avoided the removal of any frag- 

ment by the urethra. Nothing is easier, and, I may 

rule, more injurious, The li woes ricwehirny Kyo 4 

contains between its blades a fragment which mi drawn 

through that canal. But it seems to me unwise to do this, 

when one turn of a screw pulverises the fragment, and the 
ly enough by the natural powers 


wader, 
Wri is ccvtedaiy 0 cats and nocdel plan to inctunsh the patient 
to pass no water during the first twenty-four hours after a 
sitting, except in a recumbent position on his back. The 
urine flows off, leaving the larger fragments behind in the 
bladder. Subsequently the urethra becomes less sore; the 
fragments are more water-worn, and therefore less sharp ; and 
the passage and the fragments are far better fitted for contact 


with each other during the expelling process than at first. I 
am persuaded that this is a useful ice, and I have pursued 
it now for some time ; invariably after the first two or 
sittings with a large and hard stone. 

Wimpole-street, March, 1867. 





INFLUENCE OF VASO-MOTOR NERVES OVER SECRETION. 


tive action of the sym 

different from that of M. 

enough at first sight. 

illustration, he - 

ponte try The sphincters of the vessels of i 
sympathetic system. 8 ° v imoscu- 

lation obey the chorda tympani, and those of the capillaries 
obey the sympathetic. If no excito-motor action excites the 
chorda tympani, the vessels of inosculation remain open, and 
the passing from one set of vessels to the other does not 
enter the minute capillaries ; uently there is no secre- 
ion: the remains inactive. on the contrary, says 
M. Brébant, the chorda tympani is called into action, it pro- 

duces contraction of i of the i i 





OF THE PRACTICE OF 
MEDICINE AND SURGERY 


IN THE 


HOSPITALS OF LONDON. 


Nulla autem est alia pro certo noscendi via, nisi pomapieines eb etebeoem 
et dissectionum tam citagum, tom prepeies ectas habere, et inter 
se comparare.—Moresaent De Sed, et Cans, Mord., lid. iv. Proemium, 


KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL. 


DEGENERATED ABSCESS OR BLOOD-CYST IN THE GLUTEAL 
REGION, ——- DISEASE OF THE SHOULDER-JOINT. — CON- 
TRACTIONS ABOUT KNEE-JOINT BROKEN DOWN UNDER 
CHLOROFORM. 

(Under the care of Sir WrtL1am Ferovsson.) 

Tue patients whose cases we shall briefly summarise were 

upon the operating table on Saturday last in succession. 

Considerable interest attached to each. 

1. A milliner, aged twenty-seven, had fallen down stairs 
twelve years previously. According to her aceount her right 
buttock was much bruised, and a swelling took p in i 
rapidly, for which leeches were applied. The swelling de- 
creased ually in size, but never went away altogether. 
conscious of its presence, she was not very much in- 
convenienced by it until within the last few months, when it 
had become so painful that she could not sit at her occupation. 
Examination showed considerable fulness, apparently fatty, in 
that part which the Hottentots are popularly supposed to think 
cannot be too fat. This fulness was greatest on the right side, 
where also there was an obscure sense of hardness when the 
i Sir William Fergusson cut into it, and re- 

i tissue covering the gluteal muscle. 
that little light would be thrown upon 
for the mass was apparently but the 
not be correctly styled a “ fatty 
illiam, however, presently revealed in its in- 
as a fil which was cut through 
ion was yellowish in colour, and 
. It appeared, indeed, that an 
degenerated, leaving this small mass of 
y material. Dr. Charles Kelly, medi- 
has examined the cyst, and the following is 
ich he gives of it :—‘‘ Imbedded in a mass 
the size of a nut, round and firm. On 
interior was found filled with a semi-solid, cheesy, 
which, under the mi was seen to 

of — masses of s matter— 
ious sizes, but for the most part small, and a 
uantity of granular débris. No pus-cells and no plates 
ine were visible. Enclosing this mass, and closely 
with ‘the adjacent tissue, was the cyst-wall, about 
two lines thick, and formed of condensed fibrous tissue. The 
had all the appearance of a strumous abscess which had 

e a retrograde change.” 
2. A strong and healthy-looking labourer, aged nineteen, 
flinging up a sheaf of wheat on a fork six months ago, 
he strained his right shoulder, and was obliged to leave 
off work. He has never worked since. Six or seven weeks 
an abscess burst behind and below the joint, leaving a sinus, 
which could be seen as the man lay semi-prone on the operating 
table. A point of interest in this case was that, except this 
sinus, there was no outward . of the serious disease 
which was found to exist. The shoulder presented a very 
natural a . The man, however, could not move 
his arm. Under chloroform, Sir William Fergusson opened up 
the sinus so as to admit his forefinger. He remarked that he 
found the tendinous structures at the back of the joint and 
the capsular ligament all absent, whilst the head of the 
humerus lay in abnormal proximity to the scapula. And this 

was explained by the fact that the cartil i 

and glenoid cavity had di 
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occasion he preferred the simple laying open of the sinus so as 
to admit of free discharge, and give patient a chance of 
that amount of natural repair which was consistent with the 
damage already sustained. 

3. A red-and-white complexioned girl, aged thirteen years, 
had her right leg drawn up to a right angle with the thigh. 
Efforts to extend it caused so much pain that they had been re- 
linquished, and the girl was now placed under chloroform for 
examination. It appeared that some months since what seemed 
like a none abscess 8 —— in the — This, however, 

adually disappeared without discharging. During its presence, 
Be ich 00 cant haar ia, Genel Gao tog o> on 00 enter tho ham 
string muscles. Sir William could discover no signs of disease 
about the joint. Although the left leg (also drawn up as the girl 
was pl on the table) was extended as she became insensible, 
the right never altered its position. Sir William now grasped 
the thigh and leg with either hand, and succeeded, without 
using very great force, in bringing the limb into a straight 
position, in which it was retained by being placed upon a 
splint. The contraction was real, not re 

robably contracted areolar tissue could be felt 
Saslag the extension. It was remarked by Sir 
no small im 


illiam that 
rtance was due to such measures as he had just 
adopted. a limb were allowed to remain very long in the 
unnatural position observed, there was always a tendency for 
the cartilages belonging to the joint to alter their shape from 
the conditions of pressure, and assume such a state as in time 
would not allow of the limb being restored to its normal posture, 





CENTRAL LONDON OPHTHALMIC HOSPITAL. 


DEPOSIT OF PUS BETWEEN THE LAYERS OF THE 
CORNEA, OR ONYX; TREATMENT 
BY OPERATION, 


(Under the care of Mr. Haynes WAxTon.) 


Tue cornea, of all the tissues of the eye, except the crystal- 
line lens, is least capable of resisting disease or recovering 
from damage, on account of being an extra-vascular tissue, 
and therefore of low vitality and less capable of repair. Then, 
as transparency is essential to the exercise of its function, 
partial interstitial alterations, that would be unimportant in 
most of the other parts, might be fatal here. When acute in- 
flammation invades it, suppuration is very apt to follow. But 
aeute inflammation rarely occurs, except as the result of a 
blow on the eye, or from a wound, The symptoms are—pain, 
redness of the eye, intolerance of light, profuse lachrymation, 
and impairment of vision ; haze of the cornea follows, in some 
part of which, generally near the centre, a small spot becomes 
more densely opaque, then enlarges and turns yellow, pus 
being now deposited, and an abscess is formed. ether the 
abscess opens behind or in front, the cornea is always more or 
less spoiled, and the vision is invariably damaged, and in most 
cases quite lost. 

Mr. Walton has for years pointed out the inefficiency of all 
treatment in this abscess stage, and confessed his inability to dis- 
cover any remedial measures, At pass, however, he is adopt- 
ing a practice which unquestionably saves many eyes, and limits 
the damage in others, the effect quia dapiaaing on the early 
application of it. This is the evacuation of the pus from the 
cornea by a sufficient puncture, together with such local and 

treatment as symptoms may seem to po: vag So soon 

as the deposit of pus can be recagnised he es an incision 

with one or other of his iris knives, according as he needs a 

or a small one, penetrating the cornea on the margin, 

and pushing the instrument between the corneal layers on to 

the abscess. The pus readily escapes, a fact that would seem 

to establish the opinion of this flaid being in an abscess cavity, 

and not diffased between the corneal layers—-a theory not in 
accordance with ology. 

Mr. Walton’s deductions to the present time from cases ope- 
rated on during the last two years are these :—That ect 
recovery may ensue when the deposit of pus is ; that 
the intensity of an inflammatory attack may cease from the 
time of the operation and the worst effects of the disease be 
averted, so that ope an ig spewed may be afforded 
for an artificial pupil, and sight be saved ; 
the extent to which the cornea implicated 


and any recovery of 





What was | 
ving way | 


| treatment than to a clap allowed to 





of the pas affords the greatest means of relief, and 


was uced to 
se caeefied bs reat anes 
Mr. Taylor, who had applied it with advantage. 


HOSPITAL OUT-PATIENT PRACTICE. 


GONORRHEA IN THE MALE. 

To the information which we published last week respecting 
the mode of treatment adopted in this affection by some of the 
surgeons in the metropolitan hospitals, we have to add the 
following from 

CHARING-CROSS HOSPITAL. 

Mr. Barwell has for treated rrhoa as a sim 
non-specific disease, van capita Srich, by dinordlering 
the stomach and causing loss of appetite, depresses the health, 
and is apt to increase or lengthen the disease. In case of a 
first attack, in which inflammation runs high, a purge, hot 


| bathing, and an alkaline medicine, either diuretic or t 


as may be indicated, followed by an injection of sulphate cf 
zine—two grains to the ounce. Gesctsh 4 subsequent ettaiiks 
may be treated without such preparation by injection, free 
action of the bowels being secured, if necessary, by medicine. 
If the patient apply on the first day of the discharge showing 
itself, a week may often suffice to check it. More chronic cases 
may be advantageously treated with tannic acid—three or four 
quae te Be cane and, in order that the fluid may remain 
pn gh gps oe with the mucous membrane, it may thick - 
with starch or sugar. Mr. Barwell has not found that 
orchitis follows the use of injections of the above 
more frequently than it succeeds to gonorrhea not 
treated ; and stricture is certainly a rarer sequela to su 
weeks 
Cayenne 


u 
run — or 

& gonorrhea 
become chronic is often difficult of cure. either 
Chian turpentine or Canada balsam, with or 
pepper, is frequently useful. Tincture of steel and tincture 
of capsicum often avails. As a pepper, cubebs will have a 
similar effect ; but it is not better, and is more clumsy, than 
the above-named sorts. The most certain and efficacious treat- 
ment is by an ointment containing from three to five, and even 
to ten, grains of nitrate of silver to the ounce of lard. A 
small bougie smeared thickly with the ointment is passed from 
half an inch to an inch and a half down the urethra, and left 
isu ovary sahar dey. In goamral, csemmescag with the 
at least every ot y. wi 
mildest ointment, one need not increase the strength beyond 
five grains to the ounce. In sg ee very obstinate case was 
it used ten grains to the ounce ; but the patient got well with- 
out a bad symptom. 


CLINICAL RECORDS. 


Ir is remarked in Dr. Brinton’s work on Intestinal Obstrue- 
tion that ‘‘ intussusception of the intestine is often found in 
the dead bodies of ively young and well-nourished 
subjects. Such displacements, preceded by no symptoms and 
accompanied by no lesions, are evidently due to the irregular 
contractions of the last agony, or to the rigor mortis of the 
dead intestine. ...... There can be no doubt that they are 
caused by the intense (and yet discordant) action of the trans- 
verse muscular coat of the bowel.” Mr. N. H medical 
registrar at the London Hospital, tells us that he has seen at 
least six such instances. All were in ey 8 ep and, 
with one exception, all were after death from burns or scalds. 
The intussusceptions were almost ete Soe and were 
always t in the small intestine. u part of the 
gut was invariably the i 
the vermicular action 


months. The slight but continuous di 





; remembering 
the intestine, "iS kcal aime te 
unlikely it is for the lower segment to be forced the 


Wilks notes it 


Anatomy” Dr, 
i who have died 
contracted and 


bi 0 In his “ P; 
as his experience that ‘in dren 
of cerebral disease the intestines are f 


that when, from | often 


has been im in the 
abscess, nearly all or all of it being inyolved in the burns is 
im is which anes ( 


he ind ammation,—the e 


entire eyeball suffers roan 
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occurred long teture | | cases in the descriptions given. 


Thus the small ligaments of 


In the oe case ee ae 
if it did not pote da the the upper cervical vertebrm are called atlanto-occipital and 


fatal Tramsesy ge chi caged Bre year, years, admitted into the London | 
A for a severe and extensive burn, died on the fourth 
day. For the last forty-eight hours he had fmcal vomiting. 
At the -mortem examination three intussusceptions were 
found, of which two weré com tively recent; the third, 
from fe congested state, bad evidently existed for a consider. 
able period, and fully explained the symptoms. 


MOVABLE KIDNEY. 


——S - is not unfrequently reps during life, 
but it is we have an opportunity of seeing this 
abnormslity af pr death ; indeed, some authorities throw 
doubt upon its occurrence at all.” It has happened more than 
once that cases in which this diagnosis was confidently made 
have proved after death to be cancerous disease of the stomach. 
A few weeks ago, however, Mr. N. Heckford accidentally came 
across # well-marked instance of this peculiarity in the body 
of a woman who had died of apoplexy. The right was 
freely movable in any direction—so much g0 that it be 
ushed a to the vertebral column. The left resembled its 
ellow in this respect, but in a far minor Within a 
fortnight after this, a second example of this condition was 
discovered after death. As in the former case, the right 
kidney was the more mobile of the two. 


Bebietos and atic of Books. 


Quain’s Elements of Anatomy. Seventh Edition. Edited by 
Wriuiam Suarrey, M.D., F.R.S., Professor of Anatomy 
and Ph in University Col London; ALLEN 
THOMSON, F.R.S., Professor of Anatomy in_ the 
University of Glasgow ; and Joux Oise, M.D., Pro- 
volamen, illesteate by ete Sin cork 

upwards o on W 
tee James Walton. 186 — 

Sud GAG Chadin od Wk Gell aie Sun & bibs 
and Physiology is at length completed by the publication of 
the third part, the first having appeared three years ago. The 
book has returned to its original size instead of being in three 
smal] volumes as was the case with the last edition, and ad- 
vantage has been taken of this to increase the size of the 
illustrations, most of which are new. We learn from the pre- 
face that the labour of revision has been divided among the 
editors as follows :—The Genetal Anatomy, entirely rewritten 
by Dr. Sharpey for the fifth edition, has been again revised by 
him, and has undergone extensive changes, adapting it to the 
present state of the science. The whole of the Descriptive 

Anatomy has been edited by Dr. Thomson and Dr, Cleland, 

the text having been thoroughly revised, and in great part re- 
written. The section on Surgical Anatomy, originally written 
by Mr. Richard Quain, has been republished without altera- 
tion, but a new featcre has been introduced in the form of a 
chapter on “‘ Dissections,” in which the numerous paragraphs 
headed ‘‘ dissection,” which were formerly scattered through- 
out the work, are collected so as to form a concise guide to 
the dissection of the subject, the references to the body of 
the work supplying the necessary descriptions of the parts ex- 
posed. Though not intended to supersede the use of manuals 
of practical anatomy, this chapter will be very useful to the 
advanced student in enabling him to test his knowledge with 
rapidity and certainty. 

With regard to the first part of the work—that on General 
Anatomy—we have only unqualified praise to give, since all 
the alterations in it are improvements, and it forms with its 
new illustrations one of the best résumés of the entire subject 
of which it treats that we are aéquainted with. With re- 
spect to the General Anatomy, we doubt whether it has gained 











and atianto-azial, instead of occipito-atloid and atlo-axoid—no 

doubt with greater orthographic correctness, but to the per- 

| plexity of the student. Again, at p. 653 a diagram of the 
| nerves of the hand is given (incorrect by the way as respects 
| the terminal phalanges), and a corsespanding description of a 
| by no means arrang , as, indeed, is remarked in 

| the references of the plate itself. Lastly, a complication is 

introduced into the diagram and description of the arrange- 
| ment of the peritoneum (p. 829), which will, we fear, render 
an already sufficiently complicated subject still more abstruse 
in the eyes of the medical students for whom the book is in- 
tended. 

The illustrations to the General Anatomy, over seven hun- 
dred in number, are of very unequal merit. Those illustrating 
the osteological section are no improvement upon the old ones, 
though of larger size, since the attachments of the muscles are 
nowhere indicated. We recommend students in want of a 
difficult nut to crack to endeavour to learn the attachments of 
muscles to the several surfaces of the fibula from the drawing 
and description at p. 106. The illustrations of the ligaments 
are very good, but those of the muscles ate very feeble and 
scratchy. The illustrations of the arteries are partly from 
Tiedemana and partly from R. Quain’s work on the Arteries, 
the latter being by far the more useful, since they include the 
relations of vessels and nerves. We must confess to being 
heartily tired of Tiedemann’s stiff and unnatural plates, which 
have been reproduced in all sizes ad nauseam. The illustrations 
of the nervous system are very good, being for the most 
reproductions of Sappey'’s copies of Hirschfeld and Leveillé. 
The beauty and natural appearance of these contrast strongly 
with one or two from other authors—e. g., one from Sir Chas. 
Bell, at P. 596. The special senses are profusely illustrated 
from various quarters, and by some original diagrams, one of 
which, at p. 817, is especially noteworthy as giving corréctly 
the relations of Wharton’s duct and the lingual nerve—though, 
curiously enough, neither the description of the duct ner that 
of the nerve (p. 607) corresponds with it. 

A very copious index closes the work, in which the useful 
novelty of giving the Greek and Latin origins of many of the 
anatomical terms is introduced. 

Notwithstanding the few blemishes we have pointed out, 
our old friend “ Quain and Sharpey” still holds its own as 
being the best work on Anatomy and Physiology in the 
English language, and reflects the greatest credit upon its 
present editors. Whether, thanks to our present system of 
teaching and examining, the days of systematic treatises on 
anatomy are a little gone by or not, we will not venture to 
say ; we presume the enterprising publisher of the work before 
us thinks they have not. 











VesicaL Garcouliement.—This peculiar pheno- 
menon is attributed by M. Higguet to an hb. of the 


vesical walls. He explains it thus: When a patient is catheter- 
ised, the bladder contracts 


THe Board of Moral Sciences Studies at Cambridge 
(of which Professors Kingsley, Maurice, and Fawcett are 
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been quite successful. The subject of Jurisprudence 
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Tuer Sub-committee appointed in 1865 to inquire into the 
causes of the excessive mortality of the borough of Liver- 
pool, in their report issued last year, adverted to the anomaly 
that although the town was, in respect of drainage and other 
sanitary improvements, in a much better condition than for- 
merly, yet the death-rate was increasing ; and they attributed 
this state of things chiefly to intemperance, indigence, and 
overcrowding. The peculiar character of the population, 
which comprises so large a proportion of unskilled labourers, 
with uncertain employment and small and irregular wages, 
and so many of the lower classes of Irish, as well as migratory 
tribes of all nationalities, tends greatly to nullify the effects 
of sanitary reform, and to render the labours of the medical 
officer of health as unsatisfactory as the task of Sisyruvs. 
Nothing daunted, however, Dr. TRENcH goes on his way, 
fighting vigorously against uncleanliness of all kinds, but 
mindful the while of the wisdom of tempering zeal with pru- 
dence, and of the innate antipathy of the lower orders (and 
of the higher, too, for that matter) to be driven where, with 
patience, they may eventually be led. 

Last year was one of more than ordinary mortality in Liver- 
pool, and Dr. Trencn’s annual report on the health of the 
borough shows that he has had a very heavy year’s work, 
of which we get the benefit in his elaborate and valuable 
record of facts and observations of the utmost importance 
in connexion with the laws of epidemic disease. The death- 
rate of the borough was 41°7 per 1000 persons living during 
the year, or more than 5 per 1000 in excess of the rate in the 
previous year : none of the other chief cities of the kingdom 
suffered so high a rate as this, and, taking the average mor- 
tality of those cities (28°6 per 1000) as certainly not an unfair 
standard of comparison, Liverpool lost in the twelve months 
upwards of 6000 lives from causes special to the unfavourable 
circumstances of her populetion. The abnormal spectacle of 
a great commercial city losing more by death than she gained 
by birth was realised, the deaths numbering 20,198, while the 
births amounted only to 19,099. Dr. Trencn seeks to palliate 
this fact by showing that the birth statistics are not reliable ; 
but while we quite agree with him that compulsory registra- 
tion is desirable, we incline to think he has exaggerated the 
defects of the present system. The machinery of registration 
is undoubtedly, as we have often pointed out, susceptible of 
improvement, and the Registrar-General has himself admitted 
so much, but, for some reason or other, no amendment has 
taken place or appears to be in contemplation. Whatever 
margin of error arises on this score, however, is fairly distri- 
buted over all the cities and great towns indiscriminately, so 
that in comparison the defects neutralise each other. 

The exceptionally high rate of mortality in Liverpool last 
year was chiefly due to epidemics of typhus, diarrhcea, and 
cholera, Dr, TrEencu has portrayed the course of the death- 


stream in a diagram, showing the prevalence of zymotic and 
other diseases in conjunction with the meteorological elements 
of the year—a method of illustration for which those who do 
not love tabular statements of hard figures are always grate- 
ful. The curves show that typhus maintained a tolerably 
constant course with a perceptibly decreasing tendency, but 
diseases of the lungs raised the altitude of the death- 
line in March to a point which was only exceeded in 
September, when cholera and diarrhcea were rife. ‘It may, 
indeed, seem strange,” says Dr. Trencu, ‘‘to those un- 
acquainted with the slightness of the thread of life among the 
squalid and half-starved denizens of our overcrowded town, 
that an east wind and the depression of one or two degrees in 
the range of the temperature should be enough to clip it 
asunder, and produce results second only to that dread pesti- 
lence, for the deliverance from which, as from the manifest 
wrath of Gop, public and private prayers are offered up.” 

Zymotic diseases alone account for 38 per cent. of the total 
deaths, the corresponding proportion in London being 30 per 
cent, for the same period. In fact, with the exception of 
small-pox, the chief zymotic diseases were, after making 
allowance for difference of population, more than twice as 
fatal in Liverpool as in London. The ratio of fatality between 
the two cities was for measles as 23 to 42, scarlatina 19 to 64, 
whooping-cough 29 to 64, diarrhea 32 to 74, cholera 56 to 
116, and typhus 27 to 99. 

The account which Dr, TrENcH gives of the origin and pro- 
gress of the cholera epidemic in Liverpool, together with his own 
observations upon the causes which induce the development or 
favour the spread of the disease, are valuable contributions to 
epidemiology, and are too important to be discussed sum- 
marily. We shall, no doubt, have an opportunity of con- 
sidering them specifically on a future occasion. 

Dr. Trencu remarks that, whereas the second and third 
quarters of the year are usually the most healthy, it was a 
peculiarity of last year that the ‘‘ bleak and boisterous months 
of October, November, and December were the most pro- 
pitious to the health of the borough.” But this may have 
arisen from the circumstance that the weaker lives had been 
mostly swept away by the epidemics of the spring and summer. 

With regard to the general sanitary work of the borough, 
the utmost efforts have been made to substitute waterclosets 
for the open middens, which have undoubtedly been fruit- 
ful sources of disease for years past. The provisions of the 
Sanitary Act have been applied cautiously and tentatively, so 
as to educate the people gradually in the first principles of 
public hygiene. Dr. Trencu points out that these provisions 
do not, however, extend to the general system of cesspools 
and middensteads, bué to those only which, by reason of 
situation or otherwise, are manifestly prejudicial to health. 
And thus it happens that, although the municipality has pro- 
vided extensive and complete sewers, the owner of cottage 
property may refuse, from motives of parsimony, to give his 
tenants the benefit of them. This double system is an anomaly 
which must sooner or later be put an end to, and the sooner 
the better. 

Dr. TreNcH speaks impressively of the ‘‘impotence and 
littleness of human efforts and human science in the presence 
of the pestilence ;” and this is the kind of feeling we have all 
experienced after passing through a period of severe trial. 





But there was sound morality, as well as practical sagacity, at 
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the root of Lord PAuwenston’s famous advice to “wash and 
be clean ;” and that Dr. Trewcn is a believer in the efficacy of 
that doctrine his words and works abundantly prove. 


ttn 
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A CORRESPONDENT writes to us in great concern about the 
accuracy of certain statements in a recent number of the 
Friend of India, giving a gloomy view of the prospects of 
officers of the Indian Medical Service. We venture to think 
that the article in that journal conveys only a partial and 
therefore an erroneous impression of these prospects. No 
doubt the doctors of the Indian service have not been well 
treated, but redress is not likely to be gained by vague or 
partial statements of the operation of recent changes. The 
term ‘‘ unemployed pay” simply means the pay of rank, and 
for the medical officers who have entered the Indian army 
since 1860 this has been based and carried out on the half- 
batta scale, just as in the different staff corps. But the 
medical officers who were in the service previous to 1860 con- 
tinue to draw full batta, just as the British medical officers do. 
The Friend of India speaks of four-fifths of the Bengal doctors 
drawing unemployed pay. We have good reason for stating 
that there is not one-fifth on unemployed pay. The writer is 
also in error when he states that the highest pension of the 
seniors is reduced after thirty-one years’ service from £700 to 
£550; or, to speak more accurately, his statement is partial, 
and conveys an incorrect impression, The old highest pension 
of £700 was got after thirty-five years’ service, four of which 
might be spent in Europe on leave. The new largest pension 
of £550 is given after thirty years’ service, four of which can 
be spent in Europe on leave, which makes twenty-six years in 
India, instead of the old service of thirty-one for the £700. 
No doubt the compulsory retirement from the office of deputy 
inspector-general after five years is a sore point with the 
seniors, because these appointments were in former days held 
from eight to ten and twelve years. This was of course very 
beneficial to the holders, but by so much it was detrimental 
to the service generally. We can, however, in looking over 
the Warrant of May, 1864, hardly conceive a deputy inspector 
being called upon to retire on a pension of less than £625, and 
he is more likely to have £700 or £800; and an inspector- 
general's pension can never be less than £800 or £900 a year. 
The unemployed or simple pay of rank of those officers who 
entered the service after 1860 is, in round numbers, and con- 
verted into English money, as follows :— 

Under 5 years £28 12 
Above 5 30 9 

6 39 «4 

10 41 0 

12 64 0 

67 14 
85 4 
- =—« 88:17 

One important thing to be remembered by those entering 
the Indian service is that the old Indian Funds for widows 
and orphans are no longer in existence. As they have ceased 
to exist, it is of course no longer compulsory to subscribe to 
them. But this is scarcely a grievance, as the sums that 
would under the old arrangement have been compulsorily 
subscribed are available still for the same purpose at each 
man’s discretion. 





0 per month, 
0 


15 
20 
25 


The truth is that the real grievances of the Indian doctors 
do not lie altogether, if at all, in the direction indicated by 
the Friend of India, but in the mean and niggardly way in 
which the Government at home is treating those medical 
officers who are employed in what, for the sake of distinction, 
may be called non-regimental or civil appointments. And 
unless the Secretary of State for India is prevailed upon to 
consider this point in a liberal spirit, it is likely to prove the 
radical defect of the new arrangement, and one on which the 
service will ultimately break down. Since the reduction in 
the administrative ranks, what may be called the prizes of the 
Indian medical service are in its non-regimental or civil ap- 
pointments. Yet the Government is most shamefully delaying 
the settlement of the pay of these. We are always anxious to 
put the best construction on the acts of Government in regard 
to its treatment of medical officers in the public services ; 
and in the General Order lately issued, and which so materially 
affects the Indian medical service, we have seen no intention 
or disposition to treat it unfairly. But the delay of which we 
complain is inexcusable and irritating. There are instances of 
officers holding civil appointments, involving ten times the 
work and responsibility of the medical charge of a regiment, 
who are actually receiving less pay than brother officers of 
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Tue abolition of flogging in the army in time of peace is @ 
measure that hae long been anxiously looked for. In the 
debate upon the question in the House last week, ample op- 
portunity was afforded those who cling to the expediency of 
the lash as a method of securing discipline to prove the just- 
ness of their opinion, and to advance their reasons for the con- 
tinuance of a practice which shuts out of view the fact that 
the good conduct of the soldier is capable of being won by 
humanising influences rather than of being enforced by a sys- 
tem of terrorism administered by starchy martinets. At the 
present time the possibility of the infliction of the cat is a 
stigma that hangs over regiments to the detriment of the ser- 
vice. It takes the place of those ordinary incentives to good 
deeds which are countenanced by the spirit of the age—the 
recognition of good conduct, and a manifested interest on 
the part of superiors in the intellectual and moral progress 
of inferiors. Mr. Orway is a real philanthropist : his argu- 
ments are irresistible. Flogging deters the more respectable 
part of the population from enlisting; it is unjust both to 
officers and men; it has, as Captain Vivian pointed out, a 
most evil effect on the soldiers at large, and degrades their 
calling. Those who defend the practice can only assert that 
its continuance is necessary for the maintenance of disci- 
pline. But such a statement is chimerical; and the apologetic 
tone of its defenders, no less than the unfair and illogical 
use of figures on their part, afford but too sure a sign of 
the lameness of their argument. The distinction is not sufli- 
ciently made between the effects of flogging im the case of 
criminals, and of those guilty of petty offences, committed, 
not from inherent vice, but oftentimes from a temper that 
carries with it the sting of an after-repentance. Nothing can 
be more certain than the deterrent effect of the lash upon 
criminals, who are of all cowards most under the governance 
of fear, and who have no morality or self-pride to be violated ; 
) and in so far Mr, Mowry was correct in his observations in 
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reference to the suppression of outrages against the Sovereign. 
The use of the lash in the army recognises the presence of 
criminals in the ranks. If a man deserves to be flogged, he is 
not fit to be a soldier; and, as Captain Viyiay observed, the 
commanding officers ought to have power to suggest or order 
the dismissal of any man when necessary, 

The results of the attempts that have been made to improve 
the mental culture of the soldier, and to secure to him various 
trifling comforts, ought to indicate the facility with which the 


tone of the service can be improved, and made reaily attractive | 


to a large mass of our population who are deterred from enter- 
ing it, and for whom the scum and refuse of the people are but 
too often substituted. The success of Mr. Orway’s motion 
—‘‘a triamph of the human over the brutal in us”—is now 
jeopardised. Sir Jouy PaxryeTon, we regret to see, has in- 
dicated that the Government intend to introduce into the 
Mutiny Act a clause reinstating flogging to the original posi- | 
tion from which it was dislodged a few days since, after deli- 
berate discussion, by the House of Commons. We do not 
enter into the question whether the House will allow its 
action to be stultified, but we trust that the inhuman and 
stubborn determination of red-tapeism will receive a marked 
reprimand on the division, and that the public at large will 
use its utmost endeavour to prevent such gross injustice to 
the army. 

One word in reference to the mode in which the desired change 
has been almost consummated. In 1833 a motion was brought 
before the House to aboiish flogging, but rejected ; the number 
of lashes was reduced to three hundred, In 1843 Mr. Banat 
OsBorvE tried to get it lowered to fifty; but it was the agita- 
tion of the celebrated Hounslow case, which, happening twenty- 
one years ago, startled society with the acutest conception of 
the barbarity of flogging as then practised, and effected the 
reduction to fifty. To the late Mr. WakLey the credit of 
this change was due, At the inquest, which was several times 
adjourned, a verdict was returned which reflects the present 
state of feeling shared by the public. The jury “could 
not refrain from expressing their horror and disgust at the 
existence of any law amongst the statutes or regulations of 
this realm which permits the revolting punishment of flogging 
to be inflicted upon British soldiers; and, at the same time, 
the jury implore every man in the kingdom to join, hand and 
heart, in forwarding petitions to the Legislature, praying in 
the most urgent terms for the abolition of every law, order, or 
regulation which permits the disgraceful practice of flogging 
to remain one moment longer a slur upon the humanity and 
fair name of the people of this country,” Twenty-one years 
have elapsed before the spirit expressed in those words—which 
were, nevertheless, widely echoed and ventilated throughout 
the country—has shaped for itself a tangible result. But, like 
the bread cast upon the waters, it has returned after many 
days; and we trust, out of every consideration of justice, 
expediency, and humanity, such a perpetuation of brutality 
as that suggested by Sir Joy Paxmoron will not for an 
instant be seriously entertained by the House of Commons, 
or that the army will be allowed to be degraded any longer by 
a barbarity unworthy of the times in which we live. 
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THE ORDER OF THE BATH. 


Iy the Gazette of the 13th inst. a considerable number of 
honours have been conferred by her Majesty on deserving mem- 
bers of the army and navy, among whom we are glad to find 
several medical officers. The and 
thus made in the most honourable Order of the Bath are all 
in the military divisions of that order, and are conferred for 
actual service before an enemy, We trust that the Gazette 
may shortly be supplemented by another, giving distinction to 
those members of the profession who have well earned honour- 
able recognition in their civil capacity, and particularly to the 
Director-General of the Naval Medical Department, whose 
| long and faithful services are well worthy of some notice by 
| the Crown. 
| We eannot boast a member among the G.C.B.s, and among 
the K.C.B.s there is but one medical man, Sir David Deas, 
Inspector-General of Hospitals and Fleets. Among the new 
C.B.s the profession numbers nine members, of whom five 
belong to the naval and four to the military branch. We will 
Peet So Cate Renee ie. eerie Sh hae Cee 


"Sir Dayid Deas, M.D., K.C.B., Inspector-General of Hos- 
pitals and Fleets, was inspector in the Black Sea fleet 
the Crimean war, and was the only British naval 
officer who received an honour at the close of the war in the 
form of a C.B. He filled the same office during the war in 
China and the taking of Canton, and is now the senior medical 
officer of Haslar Hospital. 

Dr. John Davidson, C.B., Inspector-General of Hospitals 
and Fleets, was in charge of the hospital at Therapia during 
the Crimean war, and was afterwards attached to Haslar Hos- 
pital. He is now the principal medical officer of Greenwich 
Hospital. 

Dr. William Richard Edwin Smart, C.B., Deputy Inspector 
R.N., was in charge of H.M.8. Diamond at Balaklava, and 
took charge of the sick and wounded belonging to the naval 
brigade. He afterwards served in China, and is now Deputy 
Inspector of Greenwich Hospital. 

Dr. Henry Jones Domville, C.B., Deputy Inspector R.N., 
was surgeon to the Tiger when she was so unfortunately 
wrecked beneath the enemy’s guns in the Black Sea. He was 
then taken prisoner by the Russians, He afterwards was sur- 
geon to the flag-ship in the Mediterranean, and is now in charge 
of the hospital at Bermuda. 

Dr. James Jenkins, C.B., Staff Surgeon R.N., was in medical 
charge of the marines in the Crimea at the taking of Kinburn, 
and afterwards served in the hospital ship Belleisle in China. 
He is now in charge of the marines at Plymouth. 

Amongst the military recipients of honours two only have 
attained inspectorial rank, the remaining two being surgeon- 
majors. 

Dr. Arthur Anderson, M.D., Inspector-General of Hospitals, 
saw much service in the Crimea, and was in charge of the town 
of Balaklava. He was afterwards principal medical officer in 
China, and subsequently at Calcutta; was for several years 
senior officer at Netley Hospital, and is now principal medical 
officer at Malta. In addition to the usaal Crimean and China 
medals Dr. Anderson received the Legion of Honour and the 
Medjidie in recognition of his services. 

Deputy Inspector Thomas Longmore served in the Crimea 
with distinction. He is well known to the profession as the 
Professor of Surgery in the Medical School at Netley, and as 
the author of a valuable article on Military Surgery in Holmes’s 
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Surgeon-Major John Bowhill has served with great distine- 
uae the ae ee, and at present holds the post of 
Deputy Inspector- of the Saugor Circle. 

Staff Surgeon-Major Thomas Esmonde White served in the 
Maori war of 1846 in New Zealand ; and again in 1860-61 in 
the Taranaki war, in which he was senior medical officer in 
the field for some months, and was most honourably mentioned 
in despatches on two occasions. In 1863-64 he served in the 
Waikati country in charge of Brigadier-General Carey's force, 
and was again mentioned in despatches. 

In addition to these honours conferred upon the medical 
profession by the Home Government, we are glad to notice 
that at a recent grand investiture of the Most Noble Order of 
the Star of India, held in Madras, the Governor of Madras, 
Lord Napier, invested Dr. Mackenzie, the head of the medical 
department of the Presidency, with the much-coveted insignia, 
and addressed him in terms of the most flattering character. 


THE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 


Tae recent vote of the Council of the College of Surgeons 
must convince all thinking men, and especially the Fellows of 
the College, that it is futile to hope for any improvement in 
the management of the College whilst the present Examiners 
have seats at the Council table, and are thus able both directly 
and indirectly to influence the decisions arrived at. We are 
happy to announce, therefore, that the three members of the 
Council who will retire by rotation during the current year, 
and present themselves for re-election, are the three senior elec- 
tive members, two of them Examiners and the third lately an 
Examiner, and a sworn foe to all innoyation—we mean Messrs. 
Skey, Hodgson, and Wormald. Mr, Wormald should have 
stood his election last year, but being at that time President, 
he escaped under the peculiar bye-law affeeting elections; and 
it happens curiously enough that Mr. Partridge is in the same 
position this year, so that there will be but three vacancies, 
instead of four as was anticipated. It is too early to announce 
the names of the probable candidates for the suffrages of the 
Fellows next July, but we trust that men younger and more 
independent than heretofore may be found willing to take 
office, and that the Fellows will elect none who will not pledge 
themselves to carry into effect the charters of the College in 
their integrity. We must for the future have independent 
men—men who will not, for the sake of good fellowship, or 
friendly feeling, or any other private reason, allow their judg- 
ments to be warped and their votes influenced by anything 
contrary to public policy. 

An attempt has been made to enforce upon the profession at 
large the same arguments which were found so efficacious in 
the Council room on a recent oecasion. It has been urged that 
the Examiners elected under the Charter of 1843 were ‘‘to hold 
office during the pleasure of the Council, and so long only as 
the said Council shall think fit;” and that therefore *‘it would 
have been an undignified and unjustifiable proceeding to have 
virtually disgraced and actually expelled two gentlemen, thus 
elected, against whose character and capacity not one word 
could be urged.” Now we deny in the most strenuous manner 
that there would have been anything unjustifiable or undig- 
nified in the Council's stating that it was not their pleasure 
that Messrs. South and Luke should any longer hold office, 
had the subject been brought forward for the first time last 
month. But the fact is that the Council did declare a positive 
opinion last August that Examiners should not hold office for 
more than ten yeare, and what was thought dignified and jus- 
tifiable as respects the whole body of Examiners, both in esse 
and posse, cannot be the reverse as respects two members 
of the Court. The College officials, we understand, 
counsel's opinion as to the of removing these two 
members by a vote of the Council ; wil] they, or some member 
of the Council, take legal advice as to the bearing of the reso- 





lution of the Council last August? “it it mapas anything it 
meant that those who had held office for more than ten years 
were to cease to do so, and it may be doubted whether Ex- 
aminers of more than ten years’ standing can legally exercise 
their functions in its despite. 


WASTE OF INFANT LIFE. 

Tue Social Science Association, after the reading of an 
exceedingly good paper by Mr. Curgenven, on “ The Waste of 
Infant Life,” on Monday evening, came to the conclusion to 
appoint a special evening for the discussion of the important 
points therein involved, and in Dr. Lankester’s yearly report 
of inquests, read at a late meeting—especially in regard to the 
subject of infanticide. Mr. Curgenven entered into a clear 
exposition of the various causes of infant mortality, pointing 
out that in a very large number of cases the nurses or mothers 
of children desired the death of infants; that the means by 
which this was accomplished varied considerably ; that the 
amount of infanticide by neglect was larger than that by 
crime ; that no less than 50,000 children died annually whose 
lives would be saved if everyone in charge of them did his or 
her duty, and it was to this mass of preventable mortality that 
the author devoted his attention. At Lyons, where nurses 
were and medical supervision is carried out effec- 
tually, the mortality has been considerably diminished. Mr. 
Curgenven avowed himself a determined anti-Malthusian, and 

in no measured terms, the dogmas of that school, 
and the doctrine of preventive sexual intercourse, so boldly 
advocated by it. He entered fully into a comparative view of 
the death-rates of agricultural and town districts, showing a 
difference of 22 per cent. in children under five years of age, and 
explained the several causes of this fatality. The increasing 
death-rate from small-pox was referred to, and the possibility of 
stamping out the disease from the community: the mortality in 
1866 would not fall short of 10,000. It was curious to observe 
that in those cases where mothers are not taken away from their 
homes, and consequently do not resort to drugs to quiet the 
children, the loss of infants by death had diminished ; during 
the continuance of the cotton famine the mortality fell to 20 per 
cent. From 50 to 70 per cent. of the children fed by hand die, 
and from 60 to 90 per cent. where they are neglected, as in the 
illegitimate class. The beneficial influence of Ladies’ Sanitary 
Associations in diffusing knowledge and removing prejudices 
was commented upon ; also, the neglect of mothers and oth 
to seek medical assistance in the early stage of diseases, and 
procuring it only in time to save the coroner's inquest, which 
ought to be more frequently held ; the desirableness of fixing 
some period during which mothers should stay in the workhouse 
when confined there, so that the child might get the due 
supply of breast-milk for a sufficient time (for the average 
period varies much now in different parts) ; the good effected 
by infant day nurseries in reducing the death-rate; the neces- 
sity for children’s hospitals; the high mortality from diseases 
of the respiratory organs ; the increase of syphilitic disease as 
a cause of death ; and the difference in the character of verdicts 
given by coroners, according to the particular view each takes 
of the question of infanticide. Indeed, Mr. Curgenven’s paper 
systematised under different heads the most important ques- 
tions touching the prevention of infant mortality, and con- 
tained a mass of statistics and sound suggestions that do him 
great credit, and evince the care he has bestowed upon the 
consideration of one of the most difficult problems of the day. 


THE INOCULABILITY OF TUBERCLE. 


A VERY interesting communication was made to the Patho- 
cal on Tuesday night by the President (Mr. Simon, 

F. ~proge Gd to the production of tuberculosis by in- 
oculation. Mr. Simon said he had followed up the novel ex- 
periments of continental observers, and had succeeded, by the 
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introduction of the tuberculous matter, in producing tuberculous 
deposit in several rabbits, some of whom belonging to the 
same litter on whom this experiment had not been performed 
being entirely free from any disease of the kind. In the case 
of rabbits inoculated with matter obtained from other rabbits 
in whom tuberculosis had been produced, the development of 
tubercle was much more general through the lungs and the 
body (and also in greater amount), as though the tubercle had 
become acclimatised, so to speak, to the system of the rabbits, 
In one case, that of a doe, the only apparent effect was to 
cause every fresh litter to be still-born. Mr. Simon observed 
that his experiments seemed to show that the disease was pro- 
duced as well when the yellow tubercular deposit was used as 
when the grey granulation material was employed. Dr. Andrew 
Clark recounted his own researches on the subject, and sug- 
gested that it would be desirable to suspend judgment upon the 
question in consequence of the startling inferences that would 
necessarily be drawn if such experiments were accepted as true. 
He thought that sufficient arguments were at hand to call in 
question the results of the experiments of continental ob- 
servers, In the first place, the deposit in the rabbit was essen- 
tially cellular, whereas the grey granulation of tubercle was cor- 
puscular. He had never seen the secondary concomitants in the 
case of the disease induced artificially in rabbits, such as pnen- 
monia and the like. The condition described as tuberculisation 
might be produced by introducing any aplastic fluid into the 
system ; and the experiments already recorded by different ob- 
servers seemed in some measure contradictory: some of them 
producing the artificial tuberculisation with yellow, others 
with grey, tuberculous matter. 

The specimens of Mr. Simon, handed round, showed to all 
appearances tubercular matter ; and they were referred to a 
committee for a report. The facts relative to these patho- 
logical specimens are of great interest, as the reception given 
to Mr, Simon’s remarks clearly indicated. 


oe 


THE FUTURE OF GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 

Pvstic opinion, notwithstanding the teachings of certain 
teligionists, has set its face, in this country at least, against 
monastic institutions, in which category we include Greenwich 
Hospital. The desolation of its spacious wards and charming 
river-side promenades proclaims this alike to the Government 
and the nation. Neither is this an event of to-day; it has 
been the teaching and the difficulty of years. 

From the Blue Book of the Commissioners appointed to 
inquire into Greenwich Hospital in 1859, we learn from the 
evidence of one of the military superintendents, parag. 1322, 
that ‘‘the Admiralty were driven to great straits to find can- 
didates for admission,” and that as ‘‘an institution it had 
fallen to such a low ebb from a variety of causes that good 
men leave it and deter others from entering.” 

Such being the case, it is fair to infer that it will never be 
required again for the purposes of the navy, even should we 
be involved in a war ; or, should that misfortune occur, the 
nominally occupied blocks, -rith the infirmary wards, are 
capable of accommodating between two and three thousand 
patients—a number far greater, in all human probability, than 
we shall ever see within the walls of Greenwich Hospital. 

Surely, then, we may ask what our Government proposes 
to do with the unused ward-space. To leave it unutilised 
would be a scandal and a sin; the more so as it is surrounded 
by a vast manufacturing and ship-building population, which 
greatly needs hospital accommodation. 

Greenwich with its neighbourhood has a population of about 
three hundred thousand, without a single bed for its sick and 
disabled ; and although it is no great distance from the metro- 
polis, it is no unfrequent occurrence to have cases returned 
from the London Hospital for want of beds. 


The Government, in allotting the use of Queen Anne's 


Quarters to the Dreadnought, have acknowledged their power 
of conditional disposal. The sister pavilion, Queen Mary’s 
Quarters, is now empty, and therefore at the disposal of her 
Majesty’s Ministers. Why, we would ask, should not this 
block be lent to the borough of Greenwich for a general hos- 
pital? An infirmary is wanted ; and to build one in the pre- 
sence of an already existing and unappropriated structure 
would be a waste of public money ; and means so saved would 
doubtless be applied to the carrying out of the general purposes 
of the hospital. 

In this state of things, we cannot but hope that, when the 
scheme of the contemplated general hospital for Greenwich is 
ripe, Lord Derby will yield the loan of the vacant pavilion to 
the authorities of Greenwich, as he has already done in a 
similar case to the Dreadnought. 





THE PRINCESS OF WALES. 

We have much pleasure in stating that her Royal Highness's 
progress towards recovery continues uninterrupted. Pain has 
considerably diminished in the affected joint, with a corre- 
sponding improvement in the night’s rest, which at one time 
was a good deal disturbed. Latterly, indeed, natural sleep 
has been frequently procured, and the assistance of opiates 
rendered unnecessary. That a sudden or even rapid recovery 
can take place is quite out of the question, however much the 
impatient affection of the public at large may look for such a 
result. The repair of the injury produced by inflammation of 
a joint, and especially of the knee-joint, is always a slow and 
often a very tedious process, and in the palace no less than in 
the hospital time is required ere the integrity of so delicate a 
mechanism can be restored. This much, however, it is very 
satisfactory to learn, that although from day to day the altera- 
tion in her Royal Highness’s condition is but slightly marked, 
any change there may be is always towards that perfect re- 
covery of the use of the joint which it is confidently expected 
will ultimately take place. It is scarcely necessary to contra- 
dict the rumours which have been afloat as to the immediate 
removal of the Princess to Sandringham. Such a step would, 
of course, be quite inconsistent with the maintenance of that 
perfect rest which joint inflammations, perhaps more than 
other maladies, require. A month having now expired since 
the date of confinement, and that event having been conducted 
to a successful result, Dr. Arthur Farre, who had the respon- 
sible charge during that time, has ceased to attend, the care 
of a physician-accoucheur being no longer required. 


THE CHAIR OF ANATOMY IN EDINBURGH 
UNIVERSITY. 


In addition to Dr. Struthers, Professor of Anatomy in Aber- 
deen, we understand that there are several candidates for the 
vacant office of Professor of Anatomy in Edinburgh. Mr. 
Turner, the Demonstrator of Anatomy in Edinburgh, who has 
performed the duties of the chair for some time during Mr. 
Goodsir’s illness, is coming forward. He, however, was not an 
éléve of the University, nor is he of Scotch extraction, both 
points of some weight in deciding the election. Dr. Cleland, 
Professor of Anatomy in Galway, and one of the editors of 
“‘Quain’s Anatomy,” is also a candidate ; and so also, it is be- 
lieved, is Professor Redfern, of Belfast, wha, however, has no 
local connexion either by birth or education. Lastly, Dr. 
James Bell Pettigrew, the well-known assistant at the College 
of Surgeons of England, whose researches on the muscular 
fibres of the heart, bladder, and stomach have excited much 
attention, has announced his intention of becoming a candidate, 
and, as one of the most distinguished graduates of the Univer- 
sity of Edinburgh, has good claims to consideration. 

With such a fine field for selection the Town Council will 








have no difficulty in choosing a worthy successor to their late 
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lamented professor. We would commend to the notice of the 
electors the recently published ‘Historical Sketch of the | 
Edinburgh Anatomical School” by Dr. Struthers, in which | 
the effect of the personal character of the Professor of Ana- 
tomy on the well-being of the medical school is well set forth. 


THE ELECTION AT THE GENERAL HOSPITAL, 
BIRMINGHAM. 


A conrest is now being carried on for the election of a 
surgeon at the General Hospital, Birmingham, which shows 
how imperatively necessary it is that some alteration should 
be effected in the mode of electing medical officers to public 
institutions. The contest is on a scale almost equal to 
that for a seat in Parliament. Committees, paid canvassers, 
and the whole paraphernalia of electioneering machinery are 
hard at work in the matter; and the pockets of the candidates 
will suffer, we hear, to the extent of some four or six hundred 
pounds—perkaps even more. The investment cannot repay 
the successful candidate. No blx'. can be attached to the 
candidates; but the system utterly vondemns itself. We hope 
the governors will delegate the power of election to the Com- 
mittee of Management, who can then select the man for any 
vacancy that may occur. Such a reform as this is necessary, 
and we are sure it will commend itself to well-wishers of the 
hospital. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES ACT. 


Lorp H. Lennox, in his address on the navy estimates, 
stated that the operation of this nm casure was most satisfactory. 
At Portsmouth, where the least success had been achieved, 
owing to want of accommodation, the latest intelligence was that 
since adequate accommodation had been given there had already 
been an amelioration in the character and a diminution in the 
number of venereal cases. From Sheerness the report of the medi- 
cal officer is that the disease is almost destroyed. In Plymouth 
a new wing has been added to the hospital, and there is already 
accommodation for sixty ‘‘ unfortunate” women, with prospec- 
tive room for sixty more in June. The number of cases in 
Plymouth used to be 7] per cent., but by the last return it is 
now not more than 2} per cent. Provision has been made for 
the moral and spiritual improvement of these ‘‘ unfortunates” 
by donations tothe Samaritan Fund at Portsmouth, Plymouth, 
and Sheerness ; and the chaplains will also attend the patients 
three days a week. At the hospital at Plymouth the women 
are taught household work, such as washing and ironing, and 
by these means a large portion of them have been reclaimed 
and returned to their parents or to society. 

The success of the system of supervision of prostitution we 
may regard as beyond question, and there can be no valid 
reason why it should not be extended to the metropolis and 
other places at present exempt from its operation. 


HOMES FOR THE POOR. 


Tue Report of the half-yearly meeting of the Improved 
Industrial Dwelling Company (limited), submitted to a meeting 
of the members in February, is very encouraging. The scheme 
for providing better dwellings for the industrial classes is 
known as Mr. Waterlow’s. About 280 families are now com- 
fortably housed, and applications for further accommodation 
are numerous and increasing. The directors have agreed to 
erect two blocks of buildings at Greenwich and other places. 
The Company has satisfactorily shown the mutual advantage 
of the scheme it supports, and the possibility of building good 
sanitary and commodious dwellings for the working classes, 
at the same time making the operation a safe investment of 
capital, Tenants have expressed themselves as being very 
well satisfied with the arrangements, and have repeatedly re- 
marked to visitors that they now occupy comfortable dwellings, 





at rentals certainly not exceeding those they paid formerly | for 
hovels, scarcely worthy the name of habitations. 

Why cannot a similar plan be carried out in country dis- 
tricts? The County Times of last week depicts a most de- 
plorable state of things as existing in the neighbourhood of 
Chertsey. It thus describes a recent visit to one of the homes 
in the district alluded to: 

“Our tap at the door is answered by a woman in rags, which 
scarcely decently cover her person, although it is Sunday. The 
room is perfectly bare. Not a vestige of furniture—excepting, 

a broken chair—is there to be seen; and, as we 
y take a glance around, five young children enter. The 
son mr is big with child; and as she sits down in obedience to 
= and the hungry and squalid little ones range 
ves around her, the perfect picture of wretchedness 
and penury which they exhibit is sufficient to awaken the sym- 
pathy of the most hardened, even in scenes such as this. 
Alike , wan, and dirty, their tattered nts hanging 
from their shoulders in shreds and patches, as though the first 
puff of wind to which they were subjected would blow them 
away, shoeless, stockingless, their hair matted and dishevelled, 
the whole group seems to be the very impersonation of utter 
poverty. A Séneen the right — into their—bedroom we 
save ering Sogey, leh ne ep bed is there. A pallet of 
on which lic a few a aE resembling in scantiness 
and fil iness the which peter — forms, constitutes 
the sole furniture. In this oth — in the 
recent bitter weather, huddled rae bn on floor and pallet, 
lay the woman with the children and her hushand—seven 
human the long, cold, and weary nights, and 
often and often far ito the day, in order to save a scanty 
meal, or to partake of one another's little natural warmth, 
while the wind blew bitterly across the moor and the whole 
neighbourhood was covered with snow.” 

There was a filthy ‘‘guzzle-hole” (as the open cesspools are 
termed in the local patois) just outside the front door of one 
of the houses visited—a sight too disgusting to describe, and 
tainting the circumambient air; whilst the children of the 
neighbourhood are bowlegged and incurably deformed. 

The County Times observes how much cheaper it would be 
were society to take upon itself the care of the outcasts, and 
so preserve to us the bone and sinew of our future soldiers, 
sailors, and working — 


ST. SARTHOLOMEW'S HOSPITAL. 

Ara general court of the governors held on Wednesday last, 
his Royal Highness the Prince of Wales was elected President 
of the hospital. A letter expressed the Prince's gratification 
‘*in accepting so distinguished a post, and in connecting him- 
self with an institution of such antiquity and value to this 
great metropolis.” 

At the same court, Mr. Thomas Wormald, having reached 
the limiting age of sixty-five, resigned the office of senior 
surgeon. The surgical staff thus gains a step in rank. Mr, 
Savory, the senior assistant-surgeon, will, doubtless, according 
to the custom of the institution, he appointed surgeon. There 
will then be a vacancy in the post of assistant-surgeon, for 
which we hear that Messrs. W. M. Baker, J. Langton, F. Howard 
Marsh, and B. Vernon are likely to offer themselves as candi- 
dates. It is generally expected that the election will lie be- 
tween the two first-named of these candidates, who at present 
hold the offices of demonstrator and assistant demonstrator of 
anatomy in the College. 

The surgical staff of this hospital has seen rapid changes 
during the last few years. Mr. James Paget, who is now 
senior surgeon, was assistant-surgeon only six years ago ! 

Dr. Church has been elected assistant-physician to the 
hospital. 

THE MEDICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 

THe new session of this Society commenced on Monday witli 
a full attendance of members. Mr. Henry Smith, the presi- 
dent, gave a short inaugural address. 

Mr, Edwin Canton brought before the Society the particulars 
























































































































































































































































ieee =e eer 























ee 


[es 





















































370 Tae Lavosz,] 


LUNACY PROSECUTIONS,--BEAUMONT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
= 





[Marcu 28, 1867. 








————_ 





of four cases of Dislocation of the Astragalus in which he had 
excised the bone. Two of the patients from whom the bone 
had been removed were exhibited to the Fellows, and pre- 
sented remarkably little deformity. 

Dr. Chapman read a paper ‘‘ On the Treatment of Epilepsy, 
its Principles and Practice,” in which he brought forward a 
considerable array of cases to show the efficacy of the spinal 
ice-bag in epilepsy and allied diseases. 

During the preceding week. the annual dinner took place at 
the London Tavern, Dr. Hare, the retiring president, in the 
chair. The prospects of the Society have improved of late ; 
the property belonging to it has risen very considerably in 
value; and the ide& of seeking premises for the meetings more 
in accordance with the wants of the Society has been again 
ventilated. Certain commanications have passed between Dr. 
Hare and the presidents of other medical societies on the sub- 
ject, and the result has been the appointment of delegates to 
confer together as to the possibility of securing a common 
habitat in which the meetings of the various societies may be 
held conjointly. The principle of centralisation was further 
commented upon by Mr. Partridge in the remarks he made as 
to the advisability of instituting a common degree for prac- 
titioners. The oration delivered by Dr. F. W. Headland to a 
full attendance of Fellows was marked by an unusual amount 
of eloquence, and dwelt especially upon the character of the 
calling of Medicine, and the advantage and desirability of the 
possession by the medical man of that polish which alone can 
be afforded by an intimate acquaintance with scientific litera- 
ture and the fine arts. 


LUNACY PROSECUTIONS. 


We notice with much regret that an esteemed member of 
the medical profession, Dr. Smiles, of Ramsgate, has been fined 
£25, and has had to submit to all the annoyances and indigni- 
ties of a prosecution for misdemeanour, in consequence of 
having received or retained in his house a person of unsound 
mind, without the necessary order and certificates. 

There is no statute more important than that which provides 
for the due care of the insane, and it seems surprising that its 
provisions should be so frequently misunderstood or overlooked. 
We can only repeat that the law clearly lays down that no 
person of ‘‘ unsound mind,” even with the patient’s consent, can 
legally reside in the house of anyone who receives money for 
his or her reception, without certificates of such unsoundness, 
We are aware that this provision of the Act has been and is 
frequently infringed. The consequences of such infringement 
we have seen in indictments of two medical men, within three 
months, for misdemeanour, These prosecutions may seem 
harsh, but the Commissioners in Lunacy have a public trust 
confided to them, and it is their first duty to see that the pro- 
visions of the lunacy law are strictly carried out. 





THE POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


Iy the course of a leading article in Tut Lancer of last week 
on Mr. Hardy’s Bill, we commented on the tardy though satis- 
factory statement which was obtained from the President with 
regard to the cireumstances under which resident medical 
officers would be appointed to the workhouse infirmaries, We 
have received a report of a meeting of the Council of the Asso- 
ciation of Poor-law Medical Officers, in which these gentlemen 
justly congratulate their colleagues on the attainment of this 
result, Rightly or wrongly, there was an impression widely 
prevalent that the proposed reforms were in danger of being 
made a pretext for getting rid of some amongst the present 
medical officers who have been rather too zealous, and have 
aided rather too conspicuously in the movement for reform 
which has at last compelled the acquiescence even of the Poor- | the 
law Board. And there is very little doubt that the matter 
would, at least, have been left in a dangerously hazy and un- 








certain state had it not been for the energetic action of certain 
members of the Council of the Poor-law Officers’ Association, 
who induced various members of Parliament to press Mr. Hardy 
for an explanation, We sincerely trust that this useful Asso- 
ciation will continue its existence and its activity; for it would 
be a great mistake to suppose that its work is done, or that 
further large changes in the management of the sick paupers 
of London will not be soon required. 


THE NEW REFORM BILL AND THE PROFESSION, 


Ix the new franchises projected by the Government in the 
Reform Bill now before Parliament the following relate directly 
or indirectly to the members of the medical profession, who 
will be entitled to be registered and to vote :— Any gen 
who is of full age and not subject to any legal incapacity, and 
is on the last day of July in any year, and has been during the 
year immediately preceding, resident in such county or borough, 
and is possessed of any one or more of the following qualifica- 
tions: ‘Is, and has been during the period of such residence, 
a Graduate or Associate in Arts of any University of the 
United Kingdom, or a male person who has passed at any 
Senior Middle-class Examination of any University of the 
United Kingdom ;” or ‘‘is, and has been during the period 
aforesaid, a duly qualified medical practitioner under 
the Medical Act, 1858.” It is also provided that ‘‘In all 
future Parliaments the University of London shall return one 
member to serve in Parliament ;” and ‘‘every person whose 
name is for the time being on the Register of Graduates con- 
stituting the Convocation of the University of London shall, if 
of full age and not subject to any legal incapacity, be entitled 
to vote in the election of a member to serve in any future Par- 
liament for the said University.” 


BEAUMONT MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Ar the last meeting of this Society, Dr, Rose, the chairman, 
made some remarks on the position of general practitioners, 
and said that the length of time they work daily was mainly 
owing to their neglect in not attempting to shorten the hours 
of seeing patients, He urged the members to endeavour to 
alter this system, and to take such steps as would ensure a 
suitable amount of profitable relaxation. He also advocated 
unity amongst surgeons in general practice, and deprecated 
that coldness and jealousy which too often prevailed. Mr. H. 
Thompson afterwards addressed the meeting upon Coroner's 
Courts and their relation to the profession, and proposed the 
following resolutions, which were carried unanimously :— 

* That is io the epinian. of tule Roniety Pah oh eoveners 
should be selected from medical men. 

“‘That the members of this Society agree individually to 
communicate, in writing, with the coroner in the event of 
the non-receipt of their respective fees within a month after 


date of the inquest ; and that a fixed fee of one shilling in the 
guinea be given to the beadle.” 


Dr. Sturges afterwards read an account of a case of Abscess 
of the Liver, occurring in a youth of seventeen, which ter- 
minated by spontaneous evacuation through the abdominal 
wall, The youth quite recovered. 


THE LIMERICK UNION. 
THE assistant medical officer, Dr. O'Sullivan, and the female 


are of several kinds—the one placed first in the list by the 
guardians is that be, ag assistant medical officer, had ordered 
iA gw without the authority of Dr, Brodie, the 
hed interfered with the hospital matrons in 
pes cl ua of their duties. Another charge was 
peace Weare Teepiiel Wreaeees 
really not proper subjegts, and that 
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some of them from the hospital. There were other minor 
offences attributed to him, and he was called upon to resign 
his appointment. This he refused to do, as did the storekeeper 
when she was called upon for her resignation. Dr. O’Sullivan 
objects to the mode in which the against him were 
investigated, and demands, in justice to himself, that the 
evidence of the witnesses should be taken upon oath. Surely 
there can be no reasonable objection to this on the part of the 
guardians ; two of the charges at least to which prominence is 
given—i.e., the improper order of extras and ‘unsuitable 
patients in the hospital—might Saeny Sear # Oo of 
opinion between the medical officers 


AN attempt has been made to disparage the recent labours 
of the Medical Board of Jersey. It is impossible to speak 
too severely of such an unjust procedure. As soon as the 
cholera appeared, it was the obvious duty of those who saw 
the cases to declare the fact, and to take prompt measures for 
its suppression. It seems that the publication of the number 
of cases has given rise to much ill-feeling, as it had the 
effect of driving numbers of people from the island. The idea 
of cholera has been regarded as an invention of the medical 
men to further their own purposes. We are in possession of 
all the facts of the case, and there can be no doubt that the 
epidemic was one of cholera, and that by the timely efforts of 
the Sanitary Committee the island has been saved from a 
greater spread of the pestilence. 


Aw examination for four minor scholarships, of the value of 
£40 per annum, tenable for two years, or until the holders are 
elected to toundation scholarships, will be held in Downing 
College on June 5th and the two following days, The subjects 
are classics, mathematics, French, and German, with elemen- 
tary questions in moral philosophy, jeregpedoes, international 
law, and the natural sciences in connexion with medicine. An 
examination will also be held for one foundation scholarship of 
£50 per annum, tenable for three years, with rooms and com- 
mons, Additional particulars may be obtained from the 
tutors of the college. eS 


The Builder, which some years since got more blame than 
thanks for exposing the insanitary condition of certain parts 
of Leeds, notices the fact that an investigation, instigated 
by the Leeds Mercury, is disclosing the existence of the 
same evils which were shown to exist by The Builder. The 
state of matters must be bad, for the Leeds Mercury charac- 
terises the disclosures as ‘‘ horrible.” The evils specified are 
bad drainage and paving, overflowing privies and ash- 
cellar dwellings, and so forth. OF course fever is there, snd 
moreover, is increasing. There is a sanitary ‘‘ party,” how- 
ever, in Leeds; and the Leeds Mercury is worthily inyesti- 
gating, and reporting upon the need for its activity. We may, 
therefore, hope for a better state of things. 


Six Ropgrick Murcuison writes as follows in reference to 
the reported death of Dr. Livi >" While some of us 
may still cling to the hope that the great traveller has not 
met with the cruel end reported, the whole case must rest in 
painful suspense until some one of his faithful negro attendants 
who, it is said, escaped the slaughter shall return to confirm 
the tale of the Johanna men.” 


Dr. Grigrsox, who has veeently been appointed medical 
superintendent of the Roxburgh District (Border) Lunatic 
Friday last, pre- 





Tue guardians of the Strand Union Board, at their sitting 
on the 19th, confirmed a vote of £50 to Dr. Rogers for extra 
services performed in connexion with the Houseless Poor Act. 
This had been conceded on the previous week, but the 
guardian from St, Paul's, Covent-garden, gave notice of a 
motiontorescindthe grant. 

Our contemporary, the United Service Gazette, notes with 
satisfaction that a public has been held at Colchester 
to consider questions affecting the welfare of the army. This 
announcement is not less gratifying tous. For, in the first 
place, we can imagine few things more reasonable in them- 
selves and more pleasant to the army than that the public 
should show a little more interest in its comfort and its health 
than it has been accustomed to do. And, secondly, this meet- 
ing was originated by a member of our own profession—Dr. 
Gourlay. 

Tax Government of Jamaica has at t a Bill before the 
Legislative Council, one of the provisions of which, if carried, 
will inflict a yearly tax of £5 upon every medical 
in the island. This will be raised by the granting of a licence 
to practise his profession. He will have to apply yearly for a 
renewal, and fill up a particular form for the purpose. 


Tue late Mr. Wm. Harvey has left the munificent sum of 
£2000 to the town of Barnsley : one half goes to the trustees 
of the Beckett as the nucleus for an infirmary, the 
other to the committee of the Mechanics’ Institution on condi- 
tion that they establish a school of design. 


THE LANCET SANITARY COMMISSION. 
—>— 
Deport 
FILTERS, AND OTHER WATER- 
PURIFYING AGENTS. 


No, IL. 


Ly our first Report the effects were stated which a moulded 
carbon filter, a magnetic carbide filter, an animal charcoal 
syphon filter, and a silicated carbon filter were found to have 
in removing the organic and inorganic matters from London 
water, as determined by the processes of evaporation and incine- 


"pits, ration. We shall now describe our experiments with the per- 


manganate of potash and the water passed through these 
filters. As in our first Report, we shall enter into some detail 
as to the mode in which we have obtained our results. 


The permanganate of potash, when brought into contact with 


instance, the organic matter is in the form of undissolved 


ticles, a less quantit: 
permanganate (some | 


of oxygen seems to be yielded by the 
xide of manganese being left); and 
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disputed, although in certain other cases its indications may, 
when taken by themselves, be objected to. 

We prepared a solution of permanganate of potash in such a 
way as that its strength remained unchanged even after keep- 
ing two months. This strength was very nearly the same as 
that of the solution employed by Dr. Frankland in his exami- 
nation of the London water-supply for the Registrar-General’s 
reports. We determined its strength in this way :—A solution, 
in good, ordinary, freshly distilled water, of oxalic acid, care- 
fully purified—‘63 gramme of acid in a litre of the solution— 
was prepared, Half a litre (less 10 cubic centimetres) of ordi- 
nary distilled water, or other water nearly free from organic 
matter, was acidified with sulphuric acid in definite quantity, 
and treated with solution in just sufficient quan- 
tity to leave the water of the faintest pink tinge after standing 
for some hours. Any oxidisable matters in the distilled water 
were in this way removed. When, by keeping, in a covered 
flask, this colour had disappeared, the water received 10 cubic 
centimetres of the oxalic-acid solution. Permanganate solution 
was then run in from a Mohr’s burette—that is, a graduated 
dropping tube—furnished with a glass stop-cock, until sufficient 
had been added to impart a pink tint barely perceptible when 
viewed in a colourless glass cylinder standing on a white sur- 
face, and permanent for at least an hour when kept in a flask 
loosely closed by a watch-glass. 9°6 cubic centimetres of the 
permanganate solution were required for this purpose, whereas 
10 cubic centimetres of Dr. Frankland’s solution are required. 
Instead, however, of reducing our solution to this strength, we 
used it as it was, and allowed for the difference in our calcula- 
tions. We performed our experiments at or about a tempera- 
ture of 15°C. 

Having in this way prepared a solution of permanganate of 
potash of known strength, we proceeded to determine with it 
the effects of the different filters in removing from London 


drinking water the substances capable of being oxidised by per- 
manganate of potash. Half a litre of the water to be assayed 


was employed in each experiment. It was first acidified with 
a definite quantity of sulphuric acid, and then mixed in a flask 
with successive small quantities of the solution of perman- 
ganate, so long as these continued to be decolorised by it to 
any extent.* 

Some water gave the following results before filtration and 
after it had passed through the different filters :—The unfil- 
tered water used up sufficient permanganate to furnish 0°1515 
parts of oxygen to every 100,000 parts of water, and was pro- 
bably even then not fully oxidised ; but the experiment was 
arrested, partly because there was a formation of brown oxide 
of manganese, and partly because it had been carried far 
enough for our purpose. The duration of the experiment was 
three days. A sample of the same water passed through a 
moulded carbon filter was found to be not much better than 
the unfiltered. 100,000 parts used up 0°1255 parts of oxygen 
in three days, and even then seemed not to be fully oxidised, 
but it was not thought necessary to continue the experiment. 
Another moulded carbon filter left the water almost exactly 
the same power of oxidising the permanganate. Some of the 
same water as was used above passed through a silicated carbon 
filter, a magnetic carbide filter, and an animal charcoal filter 
on Danchell’s plan gave much better results. 100,000 parts 
of that which had passed through the silicated carbon filter 
ceased to act upon the permanganate after "032 parts of oxygen 
had been used up, while -0151 parts of oxygen seemed to fully 
oxidise 100,000 parts of water coming from the magnetic car- 
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bide jfilter, and only -0067 parts of oxygen 100,000 niet ay! of 
water coming from the Danchell filter. The magnetic carbide 
filter here employed was a small one, a long time in domestic 
use by us; in experiments afterwards made with the larger 
one sent to us for examination, the water passing through was 
found to be deprived of oxidisable matter to about the same 
extent. The Danchell filter was quite new when it gave the 
result above reported of it ; after it had been in use for some 
time its effects were not so marked, and water passed through 
it required nearly half as much oxygen again as that passed 
through Spencer’s filter. 

Messrs. Atkins and Co.’s cistern filter, which consists of 
moulded blocks surrounded with granular animal charcoal, 
also removes much of the oxidisable matter from water. We 
have examined the water passed through the one sent in to us, 
and also the water from the East London Waterworks passed 
through the filters set up by Messrs. Atkins and Uo. in 
Columbia-square, Shoreditch, for Miss Burdett Coutts. These 
waters each required ‘0255 parts of oxygen to oxidise 100,000 
parts, or the same as water passed through the Danchell filter 
some time in use. This equality in action of Atkins’s and 
Danchell’s filters we do not regard as accidental, for as we 
have shown the moulded blocks of carbon to be almost without 
action on water, the active purifying principle in both {ilters 
is the same—namely, animal charcoal. 

Water was also obtained by us for examination from the 
London Hospital, which had passed through the main-service 
silicated carbon filter fitted-up there. 100,000 parts of this 
water was found to require 0303 parts of oxygen to oxidise 
the matters contained in it. 

Mr. Spencer, being very desirous that the permanence in 
action which he claims for the magnetic carbide should be re- 
ported upon by Tur Lancer Commission, wrote to the Secre- 
tary of the Southport Waterworks, where the carbide is used 
in the filter beds, and asked him to send up some of the car- 
bide from the beds to Tue Lancer Office. This has kindly 
been done by this gentleman with the permission of the Com- 
pany. This carbide has been in use in the beds eight years 
without being disturbed. It was prepared according to 
Spencer’s patent, but not at his works. A filter was charged 
at Tue Lancer Office with the carbide thus obtained, by Mr. 
Spencer’s man, in our presence. We have tested its effects 
upon water by means of the permanganate, and have found 
that it possesses considerable power to remove organic matters 
from water, but still far less than that possessed by the mag- 
netic carbide in the filters recently manufactured. Thus, water 
passed through it required ‘0758 parts of oxygen to every 
100,000 parts, in place of nearly double that quantity. Passing 
the water twice through the filter scarcely improved it, so that 
this old carbide is markedly inferior to the new. Mr. Spencer 
states, in a report made last year on the purification of the 
Hoogley water, that he has since 1863 secured an ore from 
which to prepare the carbide in a form acting more efficiently 
than that which used to be made. Whether the difference in 
power of the old and the new carbide in our possession arises 
from the old having deteriorated, or from its having been from 
the first of inferior character to the new, we, of course, cannot 
decide. It seems to us, however, very improbable that a 
material which loses to any extent its purifying power would 
not have lost it all after eight years’ constant use, and we 
therefore incline to the belief that the carbide in the Southport 
filter-beds has not materially changed in power, having been 
from the first inferior in quality to that now made. In con- 
firmation of this belief we have tke fact that a filter in our 
own use for about a year is now aprarently as active as ever. 
We have already mentioned that this filter has been the one 
employed in obtaining some of the results above recorded. 

The colour of the water before and after filtration has afforded 
us results confirming the results of our other experiments with 
one exception. We employed the tubes introduced by Dr. 
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what extent the ‘‘silicated carbon” possesses purifying pro- 
perties in itself. We have made a rough trial of the pocket 
silicated carbon filter, and found it to give a rapid supply of 
water very little improved by passage through it. We have 
recorded some experiments which we also made upon water 
passed through the main service filter at the London Hospital, 
and it will be remembered that the water was about as free 
from organic matter as that which was delivered by our jar 
filter. It was, however, slightly opalescent in a depth of two 
feet. It seemed to contain a moderate quantity of carbonic 
acid and dissolved chalk. The action of the silicated carbon 
filter is not found to be permanent, but we have no facts on 
this head to communicate. 

4, The animal charcoal filter of the London Water Purifying 
Company possesses, when new, remarkable purifying powers 
upon water the organic impurity of which is in solution. As 
a mechanical strainer, however, it is imperfect ; and as a puri- 
fier of water from matters in solution it manifestly declines in 
power by use. It is, therefore, hardly trustworthy. 

5. The cistern filter of Messrs. Atkins and Co. acts much 
the same as the last-named filter—judging from the one sent 
for examination. At first the Danchell filter removed the dis- 
solved organic matter more effectually than the moulded carbon 
filter ; but it lost this superiority after it had been some months 
in use. On the other hand, the latter filter is slightly better 
as a mechanical strainer. The water we obtained at Columbia- 
square, which had passed through the cistern filters tiere fitted 
up by Messrs. Atkins, was quite bright, and contained no more 
dissolved organic matter than the cistern filter they sent to us. 

6. The simple moulded carbon filter renders water somewhat 
clearer and a little purer; but we cannot recommend its use 
as furnishing any material safeguard against drinking impure 
water. 

Should any objections to these conclusions be raised, we 
trust we shall hear of them at an early opportunity, as in a 
short time we intend to take some of the filters experimented 
with to pieces for inspection. While they are intact they can 
serve as evidences of the correctness or otherwise of the results 
above recorded. 

Since the appearance of our first Report we have received 
communications pointing out that Mr. F. Lipscombe’s filter 
had not been noticed. It has not been reported on because 
Mr. Lipscombe has refused to submit it to examination. 
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ANALYSIS OF THE MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE A 
COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE WAR OFFICE AND THE 
ADMIRALTY TO INQUIRE INTO ITS TREATMENT 
AND PREVENTION, 


No. IL. 
PATHOLOGY OF THE DISEASE.—(Concluded.) 


Bubo.—Indolent enlarg t of the whole group of lym- 
phatic glands, and acute suppurative inflammation confined to 
one or two, are held to be satisfactory if not invariable guides 
for distinguishing the general and the local character of the 
disease by Dr. Marston, Mr. Longmore, Mr. Sloggett, and four 
other military surgeons. At page 121, Dr, Nelson gives parti- 
eulars of 102 cases of venereal sore : 67 ulcers were soft; 16 
had suppurating bubo; 5 of these latter had also general 
syphilis; in 13 no bubo was observed, but general syphilis 
followed. Dr. Beith, too, at page 152, analyses 1627 ulcers : 
782 had suppurating bubo ; of these, 209 had general syphilis. 
Dr. Fraser, also, kept a record of 603 ulcers : the glands sup- 
purated in 123; of the 123, 25 had general disease. None of 
these witnesses tell us how much irritation accompanied the 
chancres of the suppurating buboes; and only Dr. Nelson states 
Whether in those cases of general disease the whole group of 

underwent the usual change in addition to suppuration. 

the civil surgeons, several look upon the two leading con- 

as excellent diagnostic guides. Amongst them are 

Mr. Acton, Mr. Langston Parker, Mr. James Lane, Dr. Heron 








Watson, and Mr. Paget. While Mr. 8. A. Lane an‘ Mr, 
Liutchinson do not attach much importance to these different 
conditions. 

The value of auto-inoculation for distinguishing the simple 
sore from that of syphilis is very little discussed. The English 
surgeons find that the indurated sore is but rarely inoculable 
on its bearer. Per contra, Drs. Boeck and Bidenkap can 
inoculate infecting sores easily, if their discharge is purulent. 
Mr. Langston Parker adopts Ricord’s view—that secondary 
disease never follows suppurating bubo if the pus of the bubo 
is inoculable. 

The time at which the system becomes infected.—No witness 
says positively that general infection takes place before in- 
duration of the primary ulcer; while, again, very few are will- 
ing to suppose that it is so long delayed. Mr. 8S. A. Lane and 
Mr. James Lane have excised indurated chancres with a hope 
of preventing the disease ; but always in vain. So, again, in 
reference to this point, Mr. Langston Parker has destroyed 
a sore within half an hour of its showing itself; but without 
preventing infection. In fact, though a few witnesses are in 
the habit of cauterising sores as a preventive plan, none are 
able to say they ever succeeded in their object. 

The time at which the eruptions of the skin appear.—Here the 
witnesses are tolerably unanimous: from two to four, four to 
six, and six to ten weeks being the periods usually assigned 
for the interval between contagion and the appearance of the 
tirst rash. 

The severity of the subsequent disease.—Carmichael’s doctrine 
of a plurality of poisons causing forms of different severity 
is not at all supported by the witnesses. Those who express 
an opinion on this subject attribute the severity of a given 
attack to idiosyncrasy of the patient. Many think that the 
disease will be severe in its course when the amount of in- 
duration around the ulcer is large. 

The ordinary duration of syphilis is put down at from eighteen 
months to two years by Mr. Sloggett, Mr. Blenkins, and Mr. 
Hutchinson. Dr. Heron Watson has observed the disease run 
its course untreated in certain medical students. In them the 
eruptions faded in four months, and the glands regained their 
normal size in two years. 

The natural termination of the disease.—Some of the military 
and naval surgeons believe that the disease in mild cases dies 
out in course of time when left to itself. Dr. Hardy—and 
this is important—says that nearly all his cases of tertiary 
disease were those which had been untreated in their early 
stages. 

Climate.—The answers of the witnesses show that syphilis 
is much the same all over the world. Hot moist climates 
enervate the patients, and render the use of mercury impos- 
sible. Dr. Barclay found syphilis to be very severe among 
the hill stations of India, those districts being subject to great 
and rapid alternations of temperature. Mr. Stuart found 
venereal disease very mild in Western India; the disease 
passed through its stages very lightly, and the patients re- 
covered with little treatment. 

Syphilis and phthisis.—The majority of the military and 
naval witnesses state that great loss of men is occasioned from 
phthisis following syphilis; and most of them believe that the 
debility caused by syphilis favours the development of phthisis. 
Dr. Heron Watson goes farther still: according to him, syphilis 
specially excites phthisis. 

Disease of the bones and periosteum.—Is mercury, or syphilis, 
the excitant of these affections? Sir W. Fergusson, Mr. Erichsen, 
Dr. Hardy, Mr. Hutchinson, and others, are all quite certain 
that disease of the bones in syphilis arises independently of 
mercury. Mr. Paget and Mr. Gascoyen think mercury often 
aggravates the diseases of the bones in syphilis. 

Inherited syphilis.—Some variance of opinion is elicited here 
as to modes of contamination. Messrs. 8. A. Lane, Acton, 
Gaseoyen, and Langston Parker are satisfied that, at the time 
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of preguaucy, syphilis must be in activity in one parent. Mr. 
Hutchinson expresses his conviction that the semen of a man 
who has had syphilis, even years before, can sometimes infect 
his children, and through them his wife. 

Mr. Hutchinson described those forms of keratitis and irre- 
gular growth of the teeth which he first, amongst surgeons, 
attributed to inherited syphilis. Mr. Paget, Mr. Bowman, 
and one or two others, are inclined to agree with him. Other 
witnesses— among them Mr. Tomes—think these affections 
more dependent upon defective nutrition, scrofula, &c., than 
syphilis. 

Gonorrhea.—Some witnesses are questioned about gonor- 
rhea. Their evidence, however, is general, and need not 
detain us. No one questioned about it was disposed to dis- 
tinguish gonorrheal very widely from ordinary rheumatism, 
as is just now the fashion with our brethren across the channel. 
Therefore we pass at once to the next division of our analysis. 





EXPERIMENTS WITH HEMLOCK. 


Ovr knowledge of the medicinal properties of hemlock is 
chiefly derived from the traditional accounts of the effects of 
poisonous doses of the drug so well depicted by Plato in his 
‘*Phewdo,” in the account of the death of Socrates. Hemlock, 
which was the active ingredient in the poison draft given by 
the Areopagites to those whom they sentenced to death, in 
the cup drunk by the old men of Coos, and the contents of 
the cauldron of Shakespeare’s witches—was especially lauded 
as a medicine by Baron Stoerck, of Vienna, about the year 
1760 ; and though vaunted at different times, its title to be 
considered as a valuable addition to our Pharmacopoeia has not 
been very clearly made out. Dr. John Harley is doing good 


service to medicine by patiently experimentalizing with conium, 
with a view to obtaining some definite knowledge of its reputed 


virtues. He has already shown that the Tinctura conii fructus 
(P.B.) and the Tinctura conii (P.L.) may be taken with impu- 
nity in two fluid ounce doses, and that the only apparent 
effects resulting from the exhibition of so large a quantity are 
those of stimulation by the alcohol. 

Asa general consequence of his latest investigations, Dr. 
Harley condemns the use of any part of the dried plant in 
medicine, and does so without hesitation, since, from experi- 
ments upon himself and others, he has been able to show that 
the Succus conii of the British Pharmacopceia is in all respects a 
most efficient preparation, and one which possesses in a power- 
ful degree the poisonous properties of hemlock. He described 
at a recent meeting of the Pharmaceutical Society the follow- 
ing effects of the Suceus, prepared by Mr. C, F. Buckle, of 
Gray’s-inn-road, upon himself :— 

‘Dec. 10th, at half-past eleven a.m., I took two fluid 
drachms with a little water, and remained quiet. No effect 
followed. 

‘*Dec. 11th, at half-past ten, took three fluid drachms, 
Three-quarters of an hour afterwards a heavy clogging sensa- 
tion in the heels was suddenly —— This effect became 
very decided, and was clearly due to direct impairment of 
muscular power. On putting a foot upon the scraper at the 
door of the hospital the other leg felt almost too weak to su: 
port the body. A sensible exertion was required to effect the 
muscular movements, and they seemed to be heavily and clum- 
sily performed. Giddiness was induced by looking at a blazing 
fire at the distant end of the ward, and this appeared to be due 
to want of power in the muscular apparatus of the eye to fix 
the gaze firmly enough to get a good definition. Two hours 
and a half after taking the drug the effects had totally passed 
off, and I walked away briskly a distance of two miles. The 
maximum éffect was apparent about one hour and a quarter 
after taking the dose. 

** Dec. 17th, at a quarter to eleven, I took five drachms and 
a half of the Succus. Three-quarters of an hour afterwards 
disorder of vision suddenly came on : it was a feeling of giddi- 
ness, induced by shifting the eyes from one object to another. 
So long as the eyes were fixed upon an object, the capacity of 





vision for and definition of the minutest objects were unim- 
paired, but the instant the eyes were directed to another 
object all was haze and confusion, and in order to remove 
these effects it was necessary to arrest the eyes upon a given 
object, and there retain them with fixed gaze. It was clear to 
me that the adjusting muscular apparatus of the eye was en- 
feebled, and that its contractions were so sluggishly performed 
that they could no longer keep pace with those of the external 
muscles of the eye. At a quarter to twelve the derangement 
of the muscular apparatus of the eye was much increased, and 
the implication of the third nerve was still further indicated 
by great dilatation of the pupils and approaching paralysis of 
the levator palpebre muscles. It now required considerable 
effort to raise the eyelids, and a general muscular lethargy 
rapidly spread over the body. At twelve at noon I first felt 
weakness in the legs, especially apparent in the hamstring 
muscles. At this time leas clk , and tottering, and 
afraid to retain the sitting posture lest the muscular lethargy 
should get the better of me, and result in general paralysis. 
I therefore walked about, and tested the strength of my tot- 
tering legs. The mind remained perfectly clear and calm, and 
the brain active, while the body seemed heavy and well-nigh 
asleep. There was, in fact, a direct diminution of power in all 
the voluntary muscles, almost amounting to paralysis ; and of 
all the motor nerves, the third was the earliest and most deeply 
affected. At one time it required the greatest effort to raise 
the eyelids. On the first sudden approach of the above-men- 
tioned effects, the action of the heart was, most probably from 
a feeling of alarm, considerably excited, and the pulse was 
small, Tranquil action was restored in a few minutes, and the 
pulse remained regular, and numbered 68. At two p.m. all 
effects of the conium had passed off, and the rest of the day 
was employed in active mental and bodily occupations.” 

The author stated that he was still engaged in the investiga- 
tion of the medicinal value of the ordinary extract of conium, 
and of a succus and extract prepared from the fresh root. 
That so far as his inquiries went, he found that the extract- 
even that which had been most carefully prepared from the 
powerful succus employed in the above described experiments 
—contained but a trace of conia, and appeared to be destitute 
of active properties in ordinary doses. Having distinguished 
the useless from the useful preparations of conium, the author 
concluded by expressing a hope that the former would be 
excluded from the Materia Medica, and that practitioners 
would rely upon the succus alone; which, in the smallness of 
the dose, in almost complete absence of taste and colour, and 
in certainty of action, combines all the requisites of a useful 
and valuable medicine. Such experiments as these are most 
valuable. Nothing is more needed now-a-days than a critical 
re-examination of the properties of vaunted remedies. 





GULSTONIAN LECTURES AT THE ROYAL 
COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS. 

In his second lecture Dr. Southey showed how curiously the 
latest observers who recognised a likeness between tubercle and 
a well-developed lymph-gland had confirmed the opinion of old 
pathologists who imagined the former to be a lymphous product. 
He then described what constituted tubercle a lymphomatous 
tumour. The solitary follicles of the intestine are examples 
of the simplest single form of a lymphatic apparatus ; and in 
them exactly the same elements, ]ymph-cells developed out of 
connective tissue, nuclei, and free granules, are to be found 
as are forthcoming in the tubercle growth, only the component 
parts are differently combined and arr: upon a slightly 
different plan. An ordinary lymph-gland might be taken as 
the type or model upon which the compound form of lym- 

homatous tumours is built. Tumours of this lymphoid type 

all into two distinct sub-classes—the one are hyperplastic en- 
largements of structures that normally pre-existed ; the other 
are new growths or Lege reeng formations. In the one group 
are comprehended the leukemic lymphoma of leucocythemia, 
the typhoid lymphoma of typhoid fever, scrofulous and lympho- 
sarcomatous glands ; and in the other, tubercle and the pearl- 


| distemper of ruminating animals, as stated by Virchow. The 


inter-relationship and kinship of all these forms of growth to 
tubercle were carefully traced out, and this was finally appoi. ‘ ( 














376 Tre LAncet,] 


HEALTH OF THE NAVY. 


[Maron 23, 1867. 








to a position between cancer and the other lymphomatous | 


tumours. The scrofulous and tuberculous diatheses were next 
described at some length, and the builds of body which serve 
to distinguish the one from the other. 

Dr. Southey, in his third lecture, resumed the subject of 
scrofula, and traced the course of scrofulous disease and its 
characteristic features through the three principal gland-tracts 
of the body—namely, the cervical, the thoracic, and the 
mesenteric. The limitation of scrofulous disease to certain 


districts was due, he said, to the circumscription of the primary | 


irritation within particular tissues, and to the extension of its 


influence only through particular channels, These tissues | 
are the intercellular or submucous, and the channels are the | 
lymph vessels. The transition from ordinary to scrofulous | 
disease is by insensible gradations, and while it may be said | 


that ordinary inflammation also leads to gland enlarge- 


upon the subsidence of the original lesion, but, contrariwise, 
the glandular tumour becomes the principal seat and indepen- 
dent focus of action. The distinction between scrofulous and 
tuberculous disease in diathesis, in cachexia, and in pathology 
was carefully traced out, and a very reasonable theory was 
propounded to explain the ravages committed by scrofulous 
pneumonia at the apex of the lung. Although thus specifically 
distinct, these two diseases exercise no excluding influence 
upon each other ; indeed the tubercle growth is -“ to develop 
itself in the scar-tissue of the healed scrofulous abscess. The 
course of acute and chronic tuberculosis was next entered 
upon, and the likeness of typhoid fever to the former was 
shown to be a fertile source of errors in diagnosis. A summary 
of details relative to the period of life most prone to tuberculous 
disease was given from the tables of Wunderlich. 

Dr. Southey then explained that the new growth begins by 
a local fluxion or congestion of blood, about a part in which 
the connective tissue is heterologising. It possesses an affinity 
for certain primary sites, and is disseminated from these places 
by secondary infection. It is, like cancer, like scrofula, like 
all the other lymphomata, eminently infectious: infecting the 
prostate, the vas deferens, the epididymis, the substance of the 
testicle ; the intestines, first the lacteals, then the mesenteric 
glands, and finally the lungs. The solitary conglomerate in 
the brain-substance comes to implicate the membranes, the 
— membrane the lungs, and thence the liver and the 
cidney. The metastasis of tubercle from its primary sites 
was considered to afford some rational therapeutic indications. 

The lecturer concluded by saying that the whole family of 
diseases affecting lymph-glands presented certain features of 
resemblance to tubercle, and that each helped us to form a 
clearer and better understanding of its kith and kin. He urged 
that pathological formations ought not to be considered para- 
sitic ; that nothing alien to the body was ever grafted on to it, 
and that there exist no such things as cells typical of cancer 
or of tubercle. The laws, he said, which governed the develop- 
ment of the body are also those to which its errors or disease 
are obedient, and one formula must serve for the solution of 
both problems, 





HEALTH OF THE NAVY. 


Tue Statistical Abstract of the Health of the Royal Navy 
during the year ending June 30th, 1866, which Dr. Mackay 
has just issued, is intended to supply a general view of the 
sanitary condition of the Service down to the latest date, as a 
preliminary to the detailed annual report, which contains much 
fuller statistical and medical information, and necessarily re- 
quires longer time for its preparation. The last of these detailed 
annual reports—for the year ending December, 1863—made its 
appearance in October last, and we remarked at the time that 
the adoption of two different dates for the completion of the 
year in the health statistics of the navy was objectionable, and 
might be discontinued with advantage. We shall take the 
liberty of now repeating our former opinion, as no alteration 
has been made in the limit of the year comprised in the Statis- 
tical Abstract. Unless Dr. Mackay has reasons to the con- 
trary, which are as yet unexplained, we think that both the 
preliminary and the detailed reports should be made up to a 
uniform date, the end of each natural year. The enormous 
mass of national statistics, so rapidly multiplying upon us, 





need to be brought nearer to some common basis of comparison 
than at present exists, and the element of time is especially one 
which should be fixed as definitely and unvaryingly as pos- 
sible. 

Measured either by the ratio of cases placed on the sick list, 
of invaliding or of death, the returns for 1865-66 show a state 
of health very greatly above the average of the last ten years, 
Out of an average force of 50,495 men, there were 67,593 
cases of disease and injury entered on the sick list, 1590 in 
valided, and 535 deaths, of which latter 404 resulted from dis- 
ease, and 131 from injury. The ratio of sick cases was 1338°6 
per 1000 of mean force, a slight increase as compared with the 
preceding twelve months, but much below the average sick- 
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has occurred within a period of ten years. The total mortality 
was at the rate of 10°5 deaths per 1000 of mean strength, or 5 
per 1000 below the average of the last ten years. 

The death-list contains, however, a large proportion of cases 
which may fairly be eliminated from any estimate of the mor 
tality chargeable to service in Her Majesty’s navy. A certain 
proportion of casualties must, of course, be admitted, such as 
falls from aloft into the sea or on to the deck, from inexperience 
or in bad weather, as well as those casualties which occur in 
action. But suicide, and death in any shape consequent on 
drunkenness, are not necessary evils, though they swell the 
death-rate of our navy considerably. 20 men were killed by 
falling from aloft, 72 were drowned, 5 committed suicide, 18 
died from wounds received accidentally, and 9 from wounds 
received in action on the North American, East Indian, and 
Australian stations. Many of the falls overboard, on to the 
deck, or into the hold, are returned as due to intemperance, 
and these at any rate undeniably represent a gratuitous waste 
of life, which admits of certain repression. It is well known, 
also, that a large proportion of our sailors cannot swim, and 
this anomaly the authorities could easily put an end to by 
compelling every man to learn an art so essential to his calling. 
A seaman who is not at home in the water as well as upon it, 
is about as incongruously situated as a swan would be on a 
turnpike road. The mortality from disease alone was at the 
rate of 8°7 deaths per 1000 of mean strength in 1864-65, and 
8°0 in 1865-66, the average rate during ten years having been 
115. 

There can be no doubt that the health of the navy depends 
more upon the nature of the particular service in which any 
ships of the fleet may be engaged, and the quarter of the globe 
where they are stationed, than upon any other condition. The 
vessels in the home ports have the lowest proportion of sick 
ness, invaliding, and death of any of the naval stations ; and 
next in point of salubrity are the Australian, Pacific, North 
American, and Mediterranean stations. The South American, 
East India and Cape of Good Hope, China, and West African 
stations yield the highest ratios of sickness, invaliding, and 
death. 

It is difficult to institute a legitimate comparison between 
the average health of all the vessels of one class and those of 
another, because of the difference in the locality where they 
are stationed, and the time they have been in commission. 
Thus our new iron-clads and first-rates are all on the healthy 
Home or Mediterranean stations, whilst on the East India and 
Cape, China, and West African stations we have none but 
fourth, fifth, and sixth-rates, sloops, gun-vessels, &c. Never 
theless it is most satisfactory to know that the fears which at 
one time were entertained relative to the salubrity of armour 
plated ships from the difficulty of zecuring due ventilation and 
natural light have not been realised. There were fifteen iron- 
clads in commission during the twelve months 1865-66, and 
eleven of these were on the home station, where their sick-rate 
was only 1°6 per 1000 in excess of that for the aggregate of alj 
classes of vessels on the station. Of the Research, which had 
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the highest sick-rate of her class at home, Dr. Mackay says: 
‘* Like most of the iron-clad vessels, her ship’s company seems 
to have suffered more from catarrh than from any other affec- 
tion.” The only iron-clad in which active disease prevailed to 
any extent was the Royal Oak, one of the four of her class on 
the Mediterranean station. In the Statistical Abstract for 
the previous year (1864-65), the Royal Oak and the Prince 
Consort were particularised for their high sick-rate, which was 
attributed to certain defects of light and ventilation, subse- 
quently remedied, Dr. Mackay now states that ‘‘ the result 
of the alterations made in this respect is observable in the 
improved sanitary condition of the Prince Consort; but in 
the Royal Oak, after a period of decided improvement, fever 
of a specific type and urgent character appears to have been 
contracted at Malta, and to have s by communication of 
the infected with the healthy.” The men seem to have been 
too closely berthed on the lower deck, and after the removal 
of 130 of them to the main deck, only one case of fever ap- 
and a marked improvement took place in the health of 
the ship’s company. The crews of the iron-clads at home are 
stated to have enjoyed a remarkable immunity from venereal 
diseases, although they had abundant leave ; the reason for 
this special immunity is certainly not apparent. The Con- 
ious Diseases Act had not come into operation until a later 
date than the present return refers to, but Dr. Mackay leads 
us to believe that the next report will show that the operation 
of the Act has been most beneficial in diminishing the spread 
of venereal disease. The Japanese ports still continue to enjoy 
their bad pre-eminence in the dissemination of the syphilitic 
taint, and the Japanese officials appear to be either apathetic 
or absolutely averse from taking any steps towards the sup- 
pression of the evil. 

Reviewing the gereral features of this latest bulletin of Dr. 
Mackay, we may aid that unless under sp:cial circumstances 
of variable or unhealthy climate and duties, the health of Her 
Majesty’s navy is in most respects satisfactory, the great want, 
however, being a wider system of training men up for the 
Service so as to obviate the difficulty arising in newly-commis- 
sioned ships from the constitutions of many of the freshly- 

crew giving way on their being subjected to the expo- 
sure entailed by active service. We shall next week refer to 
the outbreaks of yellow fever and small-pox which occurred 
on two of the stations. 
(To be concluded.) 











THE OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY AND 
MR. I. B. BROWN. 

Tue promised collection of ‘‘ published matters in relation 
to the performance of clitoridectomy by Mr. I. Baker Brown” 
was duly issued to the Fellows on Tuesday last, in the form of 
a pamphlet of twenty-three pages in length. The matters are 
those which have appeared from time to time in this and other 
journals, in the Report of Cases admitted into the London 
Surgical Home, and in the book entitled ‘‘Curability of cer- 
tain forms of Insanity, Epilepsy, Catalepsy, and Hysteria in 
Females,” by Mr. Brown. They are now circulated in accord- 
ance with a resolution passed at the last meeting. In their 
pone form jae A constitute an impeachment of Mr. Baker 

u 


rown, which includes charges of the ve vest description. 
The phlet is in the hands of the Fellows, who represent 
for the time a jury of the medical profession, and whose ver- 
dict will be recorded at the meeting of April 3rd. In accord- 
ance with our uniform custom of a ing from comment 
whilst an accused is on his trial, we shall not review the con- 
tents of this pamphlet, which, moreover, is marked by the 
Council ‘‘ private and confidential.” 





, PREPARATION OF THE NEW PHARMACOPGIA. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Srr,—In your number of March 16th you say your atten- 
tion has been drawn to a circular said to have been issued by a 
member of the Pharmacopwia Committee, and you then pro- 
ceed to comment in rather strong terms upon this circular, 
charging the sender, a druggist, with jobbery, and using for 
his private advantage the information which had been confided 








to him in a public capacity. Your attention was no doubt 
thus directed by another circular, issued also by a druggist, 
bea tat a inca) wh pr ee - tation for 
€ purposes. though e circular of the virtuously 
indignant druggist and your own article prudently abstain 
from ype name, you leave no doubt as to the pares 
attacked by explai a be a foot-note the error of the circular 
as to my being a member of the present Pharmacopwia Com- 
mittee, and in the same note commit another error yourself, 
which I shall notice by-and-by. Had you, Sir, before a 
your article, asked me for an explanation your article 
never have been written; but as you have written it in the 
dark as to facts, I must ask you to allow me, as a matter of 
common justice, to lay the facts before your readers. 

So long ago as 1845 I to write aseries of papers, which 
have ay from time to time in the Pharmaceutical Journal, 
advocating one, and not three, Pharmacopceias for the British 
Isles. In 1851 I wrote, as you are doubtless aware, a book 
comparing the then three Pharmacopeias, of London, Edin- 
burgh, and Dublin, pointing out the dangerous difference that 
existed in the strength of preparations, either bearing the 
same name, or practically representing each other. Whether 
this book, ‘which had a very extensive sale, at all helped on 
the cause of the British Pharmacopeeia it is not for me to say. 
When that Pharmacopeeia at — I wrote another 
book, in which the preparations in the new work were com- 
pared with those in use in Austria, Belgium, France, Prussia, 
and the United States. Lastly, when the Paris Exhibition of 
pe resent year was y= — Fe ene the idea of 

ibiting in a concrete form the Britis harmacopeia, - 
haps with the romantic idea that a Continental P =~ 
however distant, was not absolutely impracticable. The col- 
lection representing the British Pharmacopeia was well on its 
way towards completion when the second edition of the British 
Pharmacopeia, that of 1867, although not a for publica- 
tion, was completed, and all but decided on. It was known 
that I intended to —_ s are I have referred Ney 
it was thought it wou y its purpose comp A 
as by the time it reached Paris the 1867 Prcansspuls would 
be published, and the British Pharmacopeia meee 
with the Exhibition would not be properly represented. Under 
these circumstances the secretary of the Pharmacopwia Com- 
mittee forwarded to me a copy of the new British Pharma- 
copia as it now stands, not, as you say, for the purpose of 
making private suggestions to the Committee alone, but it was 
for the express a of publicly exhibiting its i 
at the Paris Exhibition. is suggestion was at once put in 
practice, and the new substances were ; but before 
the collection was d to Paris it occurred to me that 
the Medical Council and others interested in the forthcoming 
book might be profitably invited to inspect in actual omy 
the preparations which had been already submitted to on 
paper, and I directed my clerk to issue a certain number of 
invitations accordingly. This is the nefarious, underhand piece 
of jobbery to which your attention has been so charitably 
directed. Will it be believed that for the sake of showing 
twenty or thirty new p tions for less than a week (for 
the major part of them left for Paris five days after the invita- 
tions were issued) I should go to the great expense of preparing 
specially, and with the care, and putting into bottles 
made expressly for the pu all the Pee of the 
British Pharmacopeeia? y the rent of the case in Paris 
alone is £42. Asa matter of fact, the collection I have sent 
to Paris is not so much a private as a public exhibition of 
British pharmacy, and I have spared no expense or pains to 
render it worthy of its object ; at any rate, 1 con oatiafy the 
restless anxiety of the individual who takes so tradesmanlike 
a view of the matter by assurin 9 ee I have w=, © 
single preparation of the new Britis rmacopeia, nor 
al Shem been prescribed, to my knowledge, certainly not 
from my establishment, by any of the medical gentlemen who 
have inspected them. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Oxford-street, March 16th, 1967. PETER SQuIRE. 

*.* Mr. Squire writes angrily, and naturally, therefore, 
misses his mark. We noticed with reprehension the circum- 
stance that some one, to whom proof-sheets of the forthcoming 
Pharmacopeeia had been sent “‘to afford him an opportunity 
of making any suggestions,” was said to have invited by cir- 
cular the profession generally to inspect the various ‘‘ pharma- 
ceutical preparations.” Mr. Squire virtually acknowledges 
the truth of this. We do not see what the Paris Exhibition 
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has to do with the matter. If Mr. Squire, from a patriotic 
wish to make his collection in that Exhibition as complete as 
possible, obtained the proof-sheets from the secretary, he 
should have confined the use of them to the purpose for which 
they were intended, and his patriotism would probably not 
have gone unrewarded. Universal Exhibitions would never 
take place at all if they depended entirely upon this laudable 
sentiment, and if exhibitors never gained any advantage 
beyond the moral satisfaction of reflecting upon a duty per- 
formed. In these days of commercial competition very much 
depends upon the rapidity with which profitable information 
is obtained and made available. Mr. Squire having obtained 
such information for a special purpose ought to have appre- 
eiated the delicacy of his position, and refrained from at once 
exciting the natural susceptibility of those engaged in business 
like himself, and causing the conduct of the Pharmacopeia 
Committee to appear in an unfavourable light.—Eb. L. 





BOARDS OF GUARDIANS AND THEIR MEDICAL 
OFFICERS. 


To the Editor of Tae Lancer. 


Str,—May I be allowed to trespass upon your valuable 
apace, in order to bring before the notice of those who may be 
interested in the question of the relation of Poor-law Medical 
Officers and Boards of Guardians the following very gratifying 
statement with regard to a voluntary act on the part of the 
Board of Guardians of the Hendon Union. 

Each medical officer was required last summer to provide 
certain depOts for the dispensing of medicine for diarrhea at 
certain points in his district, and also to obey all calls that 
might be made upon him, whether an order from the relieving 
officer had been procured or not. The question of making a 
charge for those services was mentioned among some of the 
medical officers ; but, with one exception, they did not make 
a charge, but left the matter to be thought of and decided by 
the Board, unsolicited ; and after their next meeting they wrote 
to each medical officer, stating that they had taken into con- 
sideration the question of the increased work thrown upon 
them by the cholera epidemic, and had decided upon granting 
to each of them a sum of money which they deemed equivalent 
for those services; and, without being in the smallest degree 
agen ogy they gave us each a sum which, being unasked 
for, made it doubly gratifying, as showing a courteous feeling 
and just appreciation on the part of the Board towards their 
medical officers. 

I have written this with the hope that it may be an example 
to those Boards which habitually neglect the deserts of their 
medical officers, and which, even when solicit-d, dole out a 

ittance that is in no way commensurate with the labour, 
th mental and physical, which they are daily and hourly 
called upon to perform. 
I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
W. Buasson, 


Medical Officer, Hendon Union Workhouse, and the 
Bagware, Fob. 27,1967. Edgware District of the Hendon Union. 





Parliamentary Intelligence, 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Marca 19rn. 
METROPOLITAN POOR BILL. 


Tas Eart or Devon, in moving the second reading of the 
Bill, entered at s me length into the evils which it was intended 
to remedy. He showed from the facts which had been made 

ublic, and more particularly by the Commissioners of THe 
CERT, that these evils were of a very serious character and 
Igudly demanded redress. The Bill had the support of all 
parties, andl would be productive of much benefit to the sick 
and imbecile poor. 

Lord Kiwserury in a brief speech supported the Bill, which 

was then read a second time. 





PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE. 








HOUSE OF COMMONS 
Maron Irn. 
THE METROPOLITAN POOR BILL. 


Mr. Miut urged on Mr. Hardy the enlargement of the 
boundary of the districts to have an asylum or hospital to at 
least the extent of the present parliamentary districts. He 
strongly advocated the appointment of an intermediate body 
between the Poor-law Board and the local boards. By this 
means economy and efficiency in management would be secured. 

Mr. AYRTON suggested a clause with respect to compensation, 
and thought there should be a distinct board to manage the 
asylums 2 sick and fever patients. 

ir. Reap thought the Bill gave too much power to the 
Poor-law Board. 

Mr. Lusx was in favour of local boards. 

Mr. Harpy explained that the machinery formed by the 
Bill would be made to adapt itself to circumstances, and that 
if any new powers were required he believed they would be 
readily granted, so that the sick and imbecile poor might have 
justice done to them, and the money of the ratepayers be 
duly expended. 

After a few words from Mr. Alderman Lawrence the Bill 
was read a third time and passed, amid the cheers of the 
House. 

Maren 15ra. 


FLOGGING IN THE ARMY. 


Mr. Orway moved the following resolution :—‘‘That this 
House, reserving for future consideration when requisite the 
question of the exigencies of a state of war, is of opinion that 
it is unnecessary that the punishment of flogging should be 
awarded during the time of peace to soldiers of the army or 
corps of Royal Marines serving on shore.” He showed that 
the number of offences punishable by flogging had increased 
from 7 to 17. In 1830 658 men were flogged ; in 1831, 646; 
in 1832, 485; in 1833, 370. By the returns for 1863 it 
appeared 518 were flogged ; in 1864, 528; in 1865, 441. He 
condemned the system as inhuman and degrading, and con- 
tended that it was not necessary for the maintenance of disci- 
pline, that it had no reforming influence, and that it checked 
recruiting. 

Major Anson, in seconding the motion, suggested the expe- 
riment of suspending the punishment for a year by General 
Order. He mentioned a number of facts to show that the 
lash had no deterring effect on an offender. 

Mr. Mowsray opposed the motion, which he characterised 
as revolutionary. e showed by statistics that fewer men 
were flogged than formerly, and that flogging was resorted to 
for fewer offences. The Commander-in-Chief and the military 
authorities were desirous of restricting the use of the lash as 
much as possible consistent with discipline. Kecent legislation 
on the subject of flogging would show that public opinion did 
not revolt at it. 

Captain Vivian objected to flogging as degrading to the 
soldier. If commanding officers had greater facilities of get- 
ting rid of bad characters they would gladly dispense with 
flogging. 

Col. Herserr regarded flogging as the only efficacious 
punishment for certain classes of offences. He should vote 
against the motion. 

Mr. B. OsBorne strongly supported the motion, and depre- 
cated the cry with which all motions of the sort were resisted— 
viz., the interference with discipline. 

Captain Grosvenor supported the motion. 

Sir J. Paxrneton, General Pret, and Colonel Norrm de- 
fended flogging as absolutely necessary for preserving the dis- 
cipline of the army. The systems of punishment of refrac- 
tory soldiers in other countries did not bear comparison with 
ours in the main. As a matter of sentiment and of feeling 
no doubt flogging was revolting; but as a measure of stern 
necessity it could not be dispensed with. There was every 
disposition in the authorities to limit the use of the lash; but 
no grounds existed for ar with it entirely. 

Professor Fawcett, Captain Hayter, and Mr. Davenport 
Bromley supported the resolution, which was eventually car- 
ried by a majority of 1. The numbers being—for the motion, 
108 ; against it, 107. 

GREENWICH HOSPITAL. 


In answer to questions, Mr. Du Cane said that the Govern- 
ment had sanctioned a Joan provisionally of a portion of the 
vacant part of the hospital to the Seamen’s Hospital Soci 
He, however, could hold out no hope that the Government 
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would ever be likely to sanction any appropriation of the 
building for sick persons belonging to the borough of Green- 
wich ; this would be a proceeding directly contrary to the 
intentions of its founder. 

Marcu 18ra. 


Sir J. Paxryeron said that the Government intended to 
insert the usual clause in the Mutiny Act, giving power to 
inflict corporal punishment in the army, as they did not regard 
the vote taken on Friday last as an expression of the opinion of 
the House. 

Marcu 19rH. 
FLOGGING IN THE ARMY. 

On the motion of Mr. Syxan, a return was ordered of the 
depositions taken in the case of Robert Sim, formerly a private 
7th Regiment, who died in hospital on the 9th ult. after 
having received a flogging on the 19th of January last. 





Hledical Nets. 

Apornecarres’ Hau. — The following gentlemen 
passed their examination in the Science and Practice of Medi- 
cine, and received certificates to practise, on the 14th inst. :— 

Rush, Charles Arthur, Park-street, Bath. 
Freeman, Alfred Juhu, Southsea, Hants. 
Trulishaw, Alfred, Royal Lnfirmary, Liverpool. 
The following gentleman also on the same day passed his first 


examination. 
Pinder, John William, Middlesex Hospital. 


Tue cattle disease is on the decrease in France. The 
number of cases was in the middle of February 1735, and 1607 
only at the end of that month. 


Dr. Arcureatp Hamitron Jacos has been elected 
a member of the Council of the Royal College of Surgeons, 
Ireland. 

An Odonto-Chirurgical Society has been formed in 
Edinburgh upon the principles of the Odontological Society of 
London. 

Me. P. H. Harper has, we understand, resigned 
the office of surgeon to the London Surgical Home. Mr. 
Baker Brown is now, therefore, the sole remaining medical 
officer to this institution. 


Hospitat ror Incurasies.—- Upwards of £4000 
were subscribed at the annual dinner held on Wednesday last ; 
this included the munificent subscription of 500 guineas from 
an anonymous donor. 


Ar the Cambridgeshire Assizes Dr. Pearson, charged 
with poisoning by strychnine two valuable horses, the pro- 
perty of Mr. Hail, solicitor, of Ely, a neighbour, has been 
convicted and sentenced to five years’ penal servitude. 


Tue Swansea Hospitat.—tThe Lord Lieutenant of 
the county, Mr. Talbot, has subscribed £1000 to the funds of 
this charity, of which the foundation stone was laid last week, 
and Mr. Vaughan has given alike sum. So excellent a begin- 
ning promises a prosperous career. 


A CORRESPONDENT of the new paper, “The Day,” 
suggests that Fenianism, with its various ‘‘circles” and its 
‘*head centre” is a sort of political ringworm, which it may 
be found very difficult indeed to cure. The idea is not a nice 
one, but it may be true. 


A TESTIMONIAL is on foot for presentation to Mr. 
Thomas Smith, who is about to resign the Demonstratorship 
of Anatomy at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. This is a spon- 
taneous act, we believe, on the part of the students, and com- 
plimentary therefore in the extreme. 


Ratixa or Scnoots anp Crarrrizs.—A meeting 
was held on Tuesday at Willis’s Rooms for the purpose of 
adopting measures to secure for schools and charitable institu- 
tions generally continued exemption from rating. The Earl 
of Shaftesbury presided, and there were present a large num- 
ber of clergymen and gentlemen forming deputations from 
numerous metropolitan and provincial charitable institutions. 
Several letters of apology were read, among which was one 
from the retired Lord Chief Baron, stating that he rested the 
claim for exemption of charitable institutions and schools 








from rating, not on mere charity, but on justice. Resolutions 
were passed declaring it to be impolitic and unjust to subject 
these institutions to such charges, as the relief administered 
materially lessened parochial rates; and that the recent 
decision of the courts of law was contrary to the spirit of 
modern legislation, and tended to discourage educational effort. 
A deputation was also nominated to wait on the Premier. 


Dr. Richarpson announces a course of lectures on 
Experimental and Practical Medicine, to be delivered on the 
first Tuesday of every month except July, August, and Septem- 
ber. The subjects of the lecture to be given on the 2ud April 
are, a new Styptic and Adhesive Fluid, ** Styptic Colloid,” 
and Healing by the First Intention. 


Mr. Kersey, the medical officer for the Dilwyn 
district of the Weobley Union, Herefordshire, was recently 
reprimanded for “‘ giving away too much money to the 
He said, in reply, that he was not a relieving officer, and gave 
mutton only where he knew it was required inatend of 
medivine. 


Tue Curpren’s Hosritat, Devonrort.—We are 
glad to hear that Sir Charles Locock and family have under- 
taken the support of one bed in this hospital during the en- 
suing year. It must be pavers gratify mg to the prom: ters of 
the charity to have such a practical testimony to its value from 
so important a member of the medical profession as Sir Charles 
Locock. The officers and crew of H.M.S. Lord Clyde have 
sent another dunation of £6 17s. 6d. to the children’s ward. 
With so large a proportion of its little patients the children 
of absent sailors, such a donation is a grateful acknowledgment 
of the services rendered to the children of messmates. We 
are inclined to think that were such donations more frequent, 
and the Children’s Hospital developed to its fullest extent, 
**Jack” would pay fewer visits to the cemetery and more to 
the cot side on his return from abroad. — Western Daily 
Mercury, March 20th. 


For some time past the various towns formi 
**Sheerness” have been suffering from a visitation of small- 
pox. Great numbers of the inhabitants have been attacked by 
the fearful disease, and many have died. Lately the a 
has appeared among the crews of the Queen's ships anch 
in the harbour, and several of the seamen, marines, &c., have 
been attacked, Within the last two or three weeks a 
many cases have been sent to Melville Hospital, Chatham, 
from the fleet at Sheerness, The suflerers were brought up 
the Medway in the Fearless, steam tender, to Chatham Dock- 
yard, where they are landed, and thence conveyed to Melville 
Hospital. After some days had elapsed without any fresh 
cases being brought to Chatham, on Wednesday the arrival ef 
a vew sufferer showed that the fleet at Sheerness was not yet 
free from the scourge. The patient was a seaman on board 
the Cumberland, guard-ship of reserve at Sheerness,—Zhe 
Day. 





Obituary. 
ARTHUR HUMPHRY, ESQ, 


HOUSE-SURGEON TO ST. BARTHOLOMEW’'S HOSPITAL. 


Tue school of St. Bartholomew's is again thrown into mourn- 
ing ; or rather, that which was already twofold has now become 
threefold. The present session has indeed been one of dis- 
astrous fatality. In October, Dr. Warter died. There can be 
no doubt that his career—one of uncommon promise—was cut 
short by typhus, caught while he was working, only too closely, 
at cases which were in the hospital at the time. 

In November the whole profession united to lament the 
loss of Dr. Jeaffreson, who, after spending years in one of 
the largest practices in town, and seeing fever in all ite forms 
and under every circumstance, both g patients and among 
his friends, who had long learnt to look upon him as their 
safety in illness whenever human aid could avail, was cut off 
by typhus, which attacked him only a few days after he had 
found his best efforts fail in the case of his pupil, Dr. Warter, 

On last Monday week it became known that Arthar 
Humphry was dead ; sadder news there could a 
have been. Nine days before he had tuken to his bed wi 
typhoid fever, and two or three days later there had sprung 
up a pyemia of such desperate and rare severity as at once to 
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crush out almost all hope of his life. He was attended by 
Mr. Wood, whose vast experience and admirable knowledge of 
fever are among the best recognised facts in the hospital, and 
whose devotion to his sient asthin could surpass ; and he 
was seen from time to time by Dr. Burrows, Dr. Black, Mr. 
Paget, and others of the staff. He was constantly watched by 
some of his younger friends, and nursed by the sister of his 
accident ward. But nothing could avert the catastrophe. 
The origin of his illness is uncertain; for he had not been 
attending any fever-patients, of whom, indeed, there were but 
a small number in the hospital. He had, however, under his 
care a bad case of pywmia, and a bad case of injury to the 
perineum and urethra with extravasation. 

A brother of Humphry of Brighton, a cousin of Humphry 
of Cambridge, he belonged to a family much esteemed in the 

rofession. But he had higher credentials than those of acci- 

ental relationship. Well known in the school, throughout 
his student career, as one of the first gentlemen and most 
amiable and genial men of his time, he at once, on assuming 
in October last the office of house-surgeon (under Mr. Paget), 
became a marked man, conspicnous not only for ability in his 
work, but for all those qualities which make a man a pattern 
for imitation among gentlemen. He was respected and beloved 
by all classes within the hospital walls. It is safe to say that 
had he lived to complete his term of office he would have been 
long remembered as one of the most popular and most highly 
esteemed on the list of old house-surgeons, and it is certain that 
he would have carried the name of St. Bartholomew’s with 
high honour and great credit wherever his future lot might 
have been cast. 





FREDERIC RAINBOW, Esg., 
HOUSE-SURGEON TO ST, THOMAS’S HOSPITAL, 


The risk to life which begins even in the earliest years of a 
medical man’s career, is illustrated with painful force by the 
deaths of two house-surgeons to metropolitan hospitals, which 
we record this week. At the same time both St. Bartholomew’s 
and St. Thomas’s are mourning the rapid and premature death 
of men who in each case appeared of exceptional promise, and 
whose qualities had endeared them in a remarkable manner to 
their professors and brother students. 

Frederic Rainbow fell a victim to scarlatina contracted in 
the performance of his duties within the walls of the hospital. 
He was ill for about ten days, and was attended at his sister’s 
residence, —- Norwood (where he was removed on the 
second day) b his brother-in-law, Mr. W. M. Ord, dean of 
the medical school, as well as by Dr. Barker, physician to the 
hospital. His symptoms soon assumed a severe type, and he 
became violently delirious. Two days before his death hopes 
were entertained that he might rally, his pulse sinking a little 
and food being taken with tolerable freedom. He was buried 
on March 18th, at Norwood Cemetery, opportunity being 
afforded (by cessation of lectures) for his fellow-students to 

attend the funeral. Mr. Ord, the dean of the school, has 

received letters from the students and from the officers lament- 

— the strongest terms the loss of the most popular and 
beloved student that the hospital has seen for some years. 





MEDICAL VACANCIES, 


Ardwick and Ancoats Dispensary——House-Surgeon. 

City of Loodon Lunatic Asyluam—Assistant Medical Officer. 

Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital—House-Surgeon. 

Isli “1 and North Londoa Provident Dispensary—Resident Medical 

cer, 

Kent and Canterbury Hospital—Physician. 

King’s College Hospital—Two Assistant-Surgeons, and an Assistant- 
Physician for the Diseases of Women and Children. 

Southwark Ophthalmic Hospital—Assistant-Surgeov. 

Suffolk General Hospital—Physician. 


MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 


C. Arwrsow, L.R.C.P.Ed., M.R.C.S.E., has been Sa meer Medical Officer 
and Public Vaccinator for the St an ide Districts and 
~ — of the Weardale Union, vice G. Araieoa, L.B.C.P. & 8. Ed, 

jecease 

R. O. Axvoup, L.P.P. & S. Glas., L.M., has been appointed Medical Officer 
and Public Vaccinator for the 4th District of the Chesterton Union, 
Cambridgeshire, vice Dr. B. Pinchard, non-resident. 

J. A. Batt, M.B., has been appointed House-Surgeon to the Stockport In- 
firmary, vice W. J. Wane, M.R.C.S_E., resigned. 

C. + M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Resident Medical Officer to the 

St. Pancras and Northern Dispensary, vice T. C. Shaw, M.D., resigned. 

W. Buewps.t, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Surgeon to the Chelsea, 
Brompton, and Belgrave Dispensary, Sloane-square, vice T, Dickinson, 
M.R.C.8.E., soslgnede 








W. Campsetu, L.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical rx? for District 
No, 3 of the Hastings Union, vice ). M. Forbes, L.R.C_P. resigned. 

J. Cuarman, L.F.P. & 8. Glas., has been appointed Resident Medical Officer 
to the Reading Medical ‘Dispensary, vice W. N. Heygate, M.R.C.S.E., 
resigne 

R. E. em L.R.C.P.Ed., has been elected Coroner for the Borough of 
Drogheda, vice Horgan, deceased. 

J, H. Evans, M.R.C.S.E., &c., has been appointed Honorary Curator of the 
Museum of the Liverpool Royal Infirmary Schoo! of Medicine. 

W. H. Greeory, M.D., has been appointed onorary Assistant-Surgeon to 
the 33rd Lane ashire (2nd Manch ) Rifle Volunt Regiment. 

E. Inzcanp, M_R.C.S.E., L.S.A., has been appointed Medical Officer and 
Public Vaccinator for the Workhouse and District No.l of the Linton 
Union, Cambs, vice F. C. Howard, deceased. 

H. Lucas, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer to the Hunting- 
don County Hospital, vice M. Foster, M.D., resigned. 

A. M‘Donaup, M.D., has been appointed Lecturer on Materia Medica and 
Therapeutics at " Surgeons’ Hall, Edinburgh, vice RK. E. 8. Jackson, M.D., 
deceased. 

R. M. Mituxr, B.A., M.D., has ,been appointed Menevery Physician to the 
South Staffordshire General H pital, Wolverh 

E. Moors, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Medical Officer for the Moulton 
District of the Spalding Union, Lincolnshire, vice R. Elsdale, M.R.C.8.E., 

ecease 

R. L. Suons, M.R.C.S.E, has been ya Resident Medical Officer to the 
Kensington Dispensary, vice J H., Bartlett, L.R.C.P.L., resigned. 

J.T. Stater, M.D., has been appointed Medical Officer and Public Vacci- 
nator for the "Thornhill Ward of St. Mary, Islington, vice R. Lamb, 
M.R.C.S., resigned. 

R.S. SMALLMAN, M.B., has been appointed Assistant Medical Officer to the 
Durham County Lunatic Asylum at Sedgefield, vice J. A. Campbell, 
M.D., appointed Assistant Medical Officer to the Cumberland and West. 
moreland Asylum, Garlands, near Carlisle. 

0. D. Taomas, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed Assistant-Surgeon to the 
5th Monmouthshire Rifle Volunteer Corps. 

A. Wacker, M.R.C.S.E., has been appointed House-Surgeon to the London 
Hospital, vice R. Ley, M.R.C.S.E., whose appointment has expired. 


Dirths, Alarriages, “and Deaths. 


BIRTHS. 
On the 2nd inst., at Denholm, Roxburghshire, the wife of W. Blair, M.D., of 











a son. 

On the 6th inst., at Earl Soham, Suffolk, the wife of W. W. W. Andrew, 
M.B., of a son. 

On the 7th inst., at Ulverstone, the wife of H. Barber, M.D., of a daughter. 

On the 8th inst., at Mountjoy-street, Dublin, the wife of Edward M‘Carthy, 
M.R.C.S.E., "Staff Assist.-Surgeon Army, of a son. 

On the 10th inst., the wife of H. Gilbert, M. R.CS.E., of Princes-end, Tipton, 
Staffordshire, of a daughter. 

On the 11th inst., at Abergavenny, the wife of Dr. S. H. Steel, of a son 

On the llth inst. . at St. Clears, near Carmarthen, the wife of J. Little 
Thomas, Surgeon, of a daughter. 

On the lith inst., at Warneford House, Leamington, the wife of Dr. H. 
Bedwell, F.R.C.S., of a daughter. 

On the 13th inst., at Linlithgow, N.B., the wife of Robert Spence, M.D., of a 
daughter. 


MARRIAGES. 


On the Sth of Dec., at Sandridge, Victoria, John James Hill, L.R.C.P.Ed., 
L.P.P. & 8. Glas., late of Royton, Lancashire, to Jane, daughter of the 
late John King, Esq., of Huckforth, Yorkshire. 

On the 19th of Jan., at Barrackpore, W. H. Adley, Surgeon 17th Bengal 
Cavalry, to Evelina Ross, daughter of Major-General George Burney, 
Benga! Service. 

On the 3ist of Jan., at St. Paul’s, Kandy, Ceylon, Henry Arthur Martin, 
M.D., Staff Assist.-Surgeon, of St. Austell, Cornwall, to Eleanor Blanche, 
second daughter of the late James Chalmers Swan, Esq., of Colombo. 


DEATHS. 


On the 27th of Dec., at Brisbane, Australia, aged nine weeks, Reginald Chas. 
Joseph, the infant son, and on the 2nd of January, Lucy, the wife, of 
Dr. J. Ruscombe Lansdown, and daughter of the late Rev. Charles 
Emerson, of Lianfair, Cardiff. 

On the 12th ult., W. Gilchrist, M.D., of Lake House, Torquay, Devon. 

On the 16th ult., at Woolwich-common, J. 8. Litle, M.R.C.S.E., Surgeon- 
Major Royal Artillery. 

On the 27th ult., R. Walker, M.D., of South een, Glasgow. 

On the 2nd inst., E. S. Walters, M.R.C.S.E., of Leek, Staffordshire, aged 53. 

On the 6th inst., M.S. Coucher, M.D., of Clifton-on-Teme, late of Wood- 
manton, aged 36. 

On the 8th inst., D. E. Swim, M.D., of Earlstown, Warrington Junction, 
Lancashire. 

On the 13th inst., at Dunstable, Joseph Farr, Esq., aged 75. Mr. Farr com- 
menced prac tice prior to 1815. 

On the 17th inst., at Husbands Bosworth, Leicestershire, Peter Colston, 

sq., aged 57, for many years District Medical Officer of the Market 

Herterongh Union. [An obituary of this gentleman will be given next 
wee 





BOOKS ETC. RECEIVED. 


Dr, V. Duke on the Causes of Consumption. 

Dr. Buchanan's Classification of the Functions of the Human Body. 

Dr. J. B. Uliersperger’s Die Frage iiber die Heilbarkeit der Lun- 

hthisen. (Wurzburg, 1967. 

Dr. fk ocher’s Behandiung der +" oa Pneumonie mit Vera- 
trum-Preparaten. (Wurzburg, 1867.) 

Dr. von Troltsch’s Lehrbuch der Ohrenheilkunde. (Wurzburg, 1867.) 
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Co Correspondents. 


Tae Heatta or Barwsusy. 
Aw exceedingly interesting Annual Report of the Health of Barnsley has 

been issued by Mr. Sadler. The death-rate during the last year, notwith- 

standing the fact that Barnsley, which has a population of 20,000, was free 

from cholera, amounted to 26 per 1000. This is on an equality with that of 
London. The birth-rate was 3} per cont. of the population; the number 

of illegitimate children was 71, or 9 per cent. of the whole births. Deaths 

from diseases of the respiratory organs constitute a large portion of the 

mortality, and this is attributed to the fact that the atmosphere is always 
loaded with smoke, the inhalation of air thus vitiated rendering the inha- 

bitants liable to become the prey to active disease when exposed to the 
exciting cause of cold. The excessive mortality of children under five years 
of age is a painful feature in the death-roll of Barnsley; and the number in 
excess last year was accounted for in part by the prevalence of whooping- 
cough, which carried off 44 children. Mr. Sadler remarks that the condi- 
tion and number of children may be considered to indicate the insanitary 
state of the air they breathe. In Barnsley during the last four years 
the deaths of children under five years of age have averaged half the 
whole deaths, or about 1 in 3 of the whole births, as against 1 in 4 and 
1 in 64 in districts where there is pure air, and other conditions are alike 
in the two cases ; and this is corroborated by the fact that very few deaths 
of children have occurred in open localities. Besides this cause of in- 
fant mortality, Mr. Sadler alludes to the inattention to the young by 
mothers who go out to work, and to the employment of sedatives to induce 
sleep. The Report contains an exposition of the use of good air and clean- 
liness in such a form as to be comprehended by the community of Barnsley, 
who are also recommended to set about the establishment of public baths 
and washhouses. The sewerage of Barnsley is reported to be good, but the 
water-supply is faulty. Arr ts are in prog by which all that is 
desirable on this score will be secured. Barnsley possesses a very active 
and judicious officer of health. There is good work to be done there, and 
with a result which is not speculative but certain to be productive of benefit 
to the population. 

J. 8. must pay on the net salary, unless he appeal and can show that he has 
to expend some portion of it fur purposes necessary to carry on his profes- 
sion, The tax is paid in advance. 

Tux letter of Dr. Kerr on Acupressure shall appear next week. 





Tax CaarGes aGainst tHe Teppinoton Mrepicat Orricer. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancxrt. 
S1e,—I have read your strictures on Mr. Trinder’s conduct in this matter; 
and whilst I ~! — the importance of p medical men 
(especially those holding = appointments) from unjust and frivolous 
changes, | consider it only fair to the incumbent of this parish to make the 
folleing statement :— 
At Mr bye 's urgent request, I visited Mrs. Harris at half-past ten p.ac. 
1 the night of Wednesday, Feb. 13th. 1 found her blanched, and in a state 
extreme exhaustion, active hemorrhage still going on. The ovum had 
paseo just bel before tion ad arrival, and was produced for my inspection. I should 
ad taken place at the third month. The woman s 
hemorrhage had been going on since the previous Sunday. Her state- 
ment was corroborated by a neighbour, who was with her, and was borne out 
her appearance. She also told me that she had repeatedly sent for the 
medical officer, who had neither come to her nor sent her any medi- 


I have no wish to prejudge the case; and should you think it desirable to 
withhold the publication of this letter pending the official inquiry, I beg you 
will do so; but as you have taken the matter up in its present stage, it is 
right you should hear both sides of the sto’ story 

1 am, Sir, faithfully — 

Teddington, March 14th, 1867. 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sra,—The whole story of the Rev. D, Trinder is “ wonderful if trae.” Being 
it, however, in this element, his story differs from mine. lain 
statement of facts, already in evidence before the Kingston Board, Ahh be 
the best answer thereto. 

Charles Smith, having been turned out of the Brompton Hospital on the 
28th of Jan: as incurable, walked to Putney station, a distance of three or 
four miles, and took the train thence to join his family at Teddington, bring- 
ing with him ms — of medicine and cod-liver oii to last for two months. 
Oa he applied to the relieving officer for extra relief. An order 
was given, tod Fobtean ist, but was retained in Smith’s possession until 
the 4th or 5th. It was then brought to my surgery by his wife, when the 
facts above stated were made known to me. Her application to me was for 
nourishment only, and for this I gave her a certificate. Medicine, she 
he did not require, as the physicians at the hospital had given him a stock of 
medicine to last him two mouths. When the weather is fine he goes out for 
awalk. Asa matter of routine, I called upon him some days after receiving 
the order, and I continue to call now and then, thoagh up to a very recent 
period he was quite able to come and see me. Here is a man who actually 

not require and does not seek my medical aid, who up to a recent = 

was able to come and see me, if he wished to see me, w hho lives with 
of my house, and yet the Rev. Deniel Trinder has the assurance v~ 

ta $ of “culpable neglect”! In what particular was Saith 


second charge is that of neglecting a woman, named Caroline Harris, 
during a “ Bay myn ol A preposterous charge, inasmuch as I never heard 
a word about the miscarriage, or pretended miscarriage, until a week after 
the event is stated by the Ne tke tokand to have taken place. 
We have it in evidenes in Harris’s own handwriting that Caroline Harris, 


L. ARMSTRONG. 


states in peer ae that he aS his wife was gone,” and “ that every mo- 
ment would be her last,” he does not apply to the officer for an 
for the doctor until nine o'clock in the morning of the 11th. When he 
he informs the relieving officer that his wife is vomiting blood, but 
intimate or evince the slightest “ ” about her case, and the: 
officer according} nel wrote ov the order “ vomiting blood” as the na‘ 
case. Had Harris described his wife's care as urgent, the rel 
would, as he was by law bound to do, have written “urgent” 
but no sach word appears. When the order was brought 
surgery, and I challenged him about this “ vomiting blood” ( z 
ceived on two former occasions by this pretended vomiting of » 
instantly shifted his ground, and said the vomiting of blood did not 
that the statement on the order was an error, and that his wife was un 
from natural causes (he stating it to be her “ poorly time”), which he —_ 
was distressing her from her not naving proper nourishment, he be of 
work, As this story sounded more free from exaggeration than any — I 
had ever heard before from Harris's lips, 1 then and there wrote him a certi- 
ficate, describing his wife’s case to be in effect what he had described it to 
be—viz., “ painful menstruation,” and ordered her a little brandy. Both 
order given by the relieving officer and the certificate given by me are in 
evidence, and both were written ov the morning of the Lith of F , the 
morning after the memorable night when Harris declared his wife mis- 
fay on and was so nearly “gone” that “he thought every moment would 
be her last.” 
On the morning of Tuesday, the 12th, Harris attended the Board of Guar- 
dians by request of the relieving officer; but not a word was then said about 
his dying wife. He then stood in the presence of his legitimate protectors, 
who would have listened to any complaint he had to make against me for 
not attending his so-called dying wife. All Monday, all Tuesday passed, and 
yet no message wae sent to me to attend Caroline Harris in her “ miscar- 
riage.” Harris in his evidence says that he came to my house on Tuesday 
evening, and, not finding me at home, left word for me to call “the following 
day.” _ He does not even —y tend that he left any message about a “ miscar- 
riage.” His statement about calling may or fay | not be true. I never got 
the message; but even if true, it only ts to a age to call at my 
leisure, implied no danger, and was not urgent. 
On Wednesday night Harris went to the house of the Rev. D. Trinder, who 
lives within four doors of my house, under the pretence of asking Ais “ pro- 
tection ;” but he did not come to me, neither did the Rev. D. Trinder, Ld} in 
common fairness he ought to have done, and who, if he had so acted, would 
have learned that I was in total ignorance of the condition, <a 
condition, of Caroline Harris. Instead of doing this, Mr. Trinder took 
himself to send his medical friend, Mr. wor a in a a 
ambiguous certificate, already in evidence, states t he rendered her 
“medical and surgical aid,” but does not say that she miscarried.” Mr, 
Trinder, in his letter to you, Sir, boldly asserts that the miscarriage cer- 
tainly took place on Wednesday night ! Here, then, are two ay 
and a “ jeal and surgical aid” business besides, and all in four days 
The whole story is marvellous and sensational. Here is Caroline Harris 
— gone” =o 10th, sone on By og mee to Se Trinder, after 
receiving “ med! and surgieal ai r.A 
“the by no means remote ay of death and burial,” and y wcaped 
all this, by accident, only three days afterwards, | pounced upon J Casolins 
Harris in her back parlour, sitting bolt upright in ‘a chair, looking remarkably 
well, and rather surprised. 

By a singular coincidence, on the night of Wednesday, the 13th, I was 
summoned to attend Mr. Trinder’s gardener, who was su taken ill 
Ban Sop Sees Se Sas Sh Aaee ee Se 's “ pro- 


“Finding out that Mr. Armst tt upon Mrs. Harris— 
still kept ig t of the derful m course,—I did not eall 


on Mrs. Harris. From Harris's own r- > ms to me on the morning of 
the llth, I believed her to be suffering only from natural ame causes, 
as my certificate given on the morning of the 11th proves, Therefore, ander 
any circumstances, I should only have given Caroline Harris arris a call when I 
—— to pass that way. 
our sensible remarks on the “ false certificate” charge render any com- 
ment from me on that point unnecessary. 
lam, Sir, yours ee. . 

Teddington, March 19th, 1867. G. 8, Cusment. 
*,* We ought to mention that party feeling in questions of local government 

runs high at Teddington ; that at the time the charges were made against 

Mr. Clement, he had scarcely had his clothes off for a month, for he was 

attending upon his dying wife; and that Mr. Clement's pay is ls, 10d. a day. 
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A, B. C.—If requested to do so by its parents, a surgeon, whether in private 
or public practice, is qualified under circumstances of emergency in vacei- 
nating a child. A public vaccinator, however, is not free from censure if 
he canvasses for cases amongst the private patients of a 
practitioner; nor should a public vaccinator, as a rule, vaccinate out of his 
district. 

Mr. F. Eldon—i. For the Apothecaries’ Society, it is necessary.—2. If for 
the College of Surgeons, four years’ professional studies are required.— 
3. Both require preliminary classical examination. 

An Artisan.—Mr. Gillingham’s address is High-street, Chard, Somerset. 

M.D., (Bath.)—Apply to the Secretary of the Medical Club, 53, Pall-mall. 

Pvs.nsazns’ Promises, 


To the Editor of Tux Lament. 
a= to ask, through your een columns, two questions which con- 


the p as well as mysel 
1. When is the concluding volume of 4 “Cooper's Sargical Dic- 
of Medicine” to be publiet? 


first volume of 





tionary” to be pul 
2. When is vol. ii, of “ he 's System 
ae peed aah, Sees See a stodent, I was awarded 
the former as a prize. 
> phe publication, T porchased oe Men my pe nich of 
received the one purchased ey good fe EY 
liable text-books to depen ey ap te away from other references,—and 
penemaasy 65 xs to Se expense of an an tee 
“ publishers’ promises. 


Yours faithful 
¢ Counray Psractrrionss. 





his wife, miscarried on the night of Sunday, Feb. 10th. Now, although Harris 


March 18th, 1967. 
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East Suesex Hosprrat. 
Im obedience to a requisition sigwed by some forty-four gentlemen resident in 
the neighbourho d of the East Sussex Hospital, a meeting of governors 
was summoned last week to consider the necessity of aff rding facilities for 
respectable women to be trained as nurses iv the wards of the hospital. 
The spokesman of the requisiti nists explained that it wa» wished that the 
hospital would co-operate with the Training Institution, and allow a certain 
number of women, under the tuition of a head purse, to be converted 
into skilled nurses, and that after a time a certificate of competency should 
be given, and their names placed on a rezister. This is all well, But the 
Rev. Mr. Gage, in secouding the pr position to this effect, expressed his 
belief that “ these nurses could visit the out-door patients, for he considered 
the out-door ticket a very questionable boon. In some cases the benefit 
gained was more than overbalanced by the care and fatigue in coming to 
the hospita!, whether in a cab or on foot. If they had nurses who could 
visit these poor people in the town, much good would undoubtedly be de- 
rived.” The Chairman, in reply, stated that “it would have been better 
had some definite plan been proposed for consideration. The scheme, as it 
then stood, seemed beset with difficulties.” The desirability of securing 
@ better class of nurses no one denies; but the introduction of such on 
arrangement as that suggested in the remarks of Mr. Gage, by which the 
@aties of medica! practitioners would be delegated to skilled uurses, is quite 
e@ut of the question, and would certainly do more harm to the cause of 
“trained nursing” than the attempt to tamper with the religious views of 
patients. The value of skilled nurses consists, not in supplanting the 
@octor, but in the fact that they are more eapable of securing to patients 
@omestic comforts, whilst their inte!ligence enables them to carry out and 
correctly interpret the orders and wishes of the physivian, We strongly 
advise the governors to be guided in this matter by the decision of their 
medical offivers, to whom the recommendations of the committee formed 
for investigating the subject should be submitted. 
Messrs. Mayvard and Oo.—A dress to Miss Griffiths, Secretary, Ladies’ 
Sanitary Association, 8, Pont-street, Belgrave-equare. The terms of com- 
petition for the prize in vaccivation will be found in full in the advertise- 
ment columns of Tax Lancurt of March 9th, 1367. 
De. Johnson.—Witliam Hunter died in 1783, and his brother John in 1793. 
The certificate of the birth of John Hunter fixes the day on the 13th of 
February, on which the annive sary is kept by the Hunterian Society; but 
the College of Surgeons make the i4th the red-detier dug. 
4 Gonsiant Reader (Chesterfield) should consult a respectable surgeon, 


A Distressina Casn. 
To the Bvitor of Tar Lancet, 

Sre,—Under this heeding you kindly permiited me some weeks since to 
make use of your columns for the purpose of soliciting assistance for the 
almost destitute sick wife and four young children of a medical practitioner, 
who, after much trouble, anxiety, and subsequent illness, had become hope- 
lessly deranyed. 

Allow me now, Sir, to thank you for your insertion of the appeal, and to 
Tequest you to pul) lish the fi lowing list of subse riptions rece rived from gen- 
temen desiring an acknowledgment in your journal. I would also beg leave 
to add that the case is as deserving as it is distressing, and that I shall be 
very glad to receive any additional he!p for this unfortunate family. 

J. B. Eilerion, Esa. Aberfurd, Yorkshire ...£3 0 @O 

W. FP. Brook, Esq., Wye, Kent .. .. «. «. 010 @ 

Arthur Eve shed, Esq, ‘Ampt hill ... .. .. 2 0 0 

Mrs. Evershed om tr wav & 

T. M. Kendall, Beq., King’s Lynn ... .. ... 010 O 
eee se 0 


Dr. Nattrass, Sunder!and ove 10 0 
2 Co semua wn OR @ 
Dr. Lamb, Barnsb ry - 010 0 
Q E. D. iper ra * Webb, Bea ‘Cobham, 
Surrey) ... 0 0 


Lady Moore ... ose 
C. Buxton, Beq., M. P, 
Miss Kil n Shepherd 
Joseph Webb, Exq. 
1 am, Sir, your obedient : eorvant, 
23, Finsbury-square, E.C., March, 1967. Asporrs Surrn, M.D, 


bo te to 
we 
— 


Mr. Hayward, (Whitstabdie.)\—The opinion we expressed last week in refe- 
Pence to a case forwarded to us by Mr. Redmond was founded on the state- 
ments contained in that gentieman’s communication. We have carefully 
perused the documents sent by Mr. Hayward, and are convinced they con- 
tain suffivient evidence to prove that, under the circumstances, he could 
not have acted differently from what he did without sacrificing his self- 
respect, Mr. Hayward was placed in a posiion of great difficulty, and 
conducted himself in every way as a gevtieman and a surgeon. 

4 Subscriber, (Highgate.)—There is a short article on the subject in 
Dunglison’s Dictionary of Medical Science. 

.2B.C.8.E. will find the information he requires in the Students’ Number of 
Tus Lancer. 

Dr. Bade wds.—There was recently a living specimen of the “sea-bear” at the 
Zoological Gardens, and a fine skeleton of the animal has just been added 
to the Museum of the College of Surgeons. 

Serjeant-Sangeons.—A coriespondent asks where he can find some account of 
these gentlemen, and the nature of the institution from an early date. 

Dr. R. @. Jack, of Lower Gardiner-street, Dublin, is not the gentleman re- 
ferred to in a late notice to correspondents. 


N OTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


[Marcu 23, 1867. 











“Wat WILL RB DO witH rr?” 

Tue Wiltshire Independent of March 14th publishes a long and very silly 
letter, signed “C. H. Marston, M.D.,” referring to a short article in our 
impression of February 23rd, under the above title, which was copied into 
that journal, and accusing us of “dishonesty,” “grossest misrepresenta- 
tions,” “unblushing falsehoods,” &. &c., bewause we thought it strange, 
and expressed our wonder, that a gallon o' Fleming’s tincture of aconite 
should be required all at once by a homeopathic practitioner in his 
business. No attempt is made to deny the truth of the circumstance, and 
Dr. Marston himself admits that “the quantity is large for a medical man 
to receive at one time.” As far as we can understand him, he goes on to 
imply that the tincture must have been intended for external application 
in neuralgia, rheumatism, &c. ts employment in such affections, he says, 
is an everyday oveurrence in the practice of most medical men. We quite 
agree that the tincture of aconite is, when managed with care, a useful ex- 
ternal remedy, and the profession has long availed itself of the assistance 
of the drag. But we had really thought that hom@ »pathy boasted of such 
success by its internal administration of infinitesimal doses as had placed 
it beyond the necessity of employing a very powerful remedy in the man- 
ner and quantity ordinarily adopted by the medical profession. If this it 
be to practise hom@opattically, we cannot see why Dr. Marston's friends, 
the hom@opaths, should think it necessary to adopt a title which, if it 
means anything, is intended to indicate a treatment of disease based upon 
views entirely differing from tho-e held by the very large majority of medi- 
cal men. It is improbable, therefore, that the remedy was to be employed 
in the manner suggested, and the home@opaths will hardly ti ank their 
champion for his insinuation that rheumatism and neuralgia, after all, 
defy the powers of the globule, and require the use of treatment which ig 
as old-fashioned as it is anti-homeop:thic. 

An Old Subscriber cannot claim payment for his second attendance at the 
inquest. In fact, if the inquiry were adjourned from day to day for twenty 
days, his attendance would be regarded as but one. The Medical Witnesses 
Act in this respect differs from the rezulations issued by che Home Office 
for the payment of witnesses in cases of criminal trials; for in these pay- 
ment is allowei by the day, and for every day the witness may be detained, 

A London Surgeon.—The journal mentioned has long been celebrated for its 
typographical curiosities and national blunders, 


J. J. M.—Violent perversion of the pcristaltic movements of the intestines, = 


Reaqistaation ov Mepican Assistants. 
To the Editor of Tas Lancet. 


Sir,—The suggestions of “ J. J. RB.” in your impression of March 2nd, rela- 
tive to the revistering of medical assistants, deserve some attention from 
those who hold a place in the administration of medical affairs, and also the 
profession at large. I agree in thinkins that assistants would not object to 
register, as it is evident it would be a great protection to themselves, prin- 
cipals, and the public; and if proteetion m to be extended to draggists, surely 
some protection is needed for the very large claxs of assistants employed 
medical men. The very fact of registering would of course, divide the 
from the bad, and also give quackery a great biow, bevause, “8 your corre- 
spondent observes, “no one could act as an assistant unless he ix rexist a 
and no one would presume to reg‘ster if he could nut produce guod tes 
monials frm his employers, certifying to his ability to act in that capacity, 
as also te his morality and sobriety. | know well you have ever contended for 
the employing of qualified assistants; but, Sir, | 'hink it is almost impossible 
to dv» away with ur qualified persons, as the mujerfy of appointmen's held 
are held by anqualitied men, and I very much doubt whether qualified men 
could be got to take their place. Some exam ning boards require young men 
to be articled to a medical man for a term ot years. What is to be done in 
their case ? We cannot expect them to be fur ever reading, and never see the 
practical part of their reading. They are in some mea-ure medical aseistants, 
By the registering of respectable assistants, they would become a very import 
ant and useful branch of the profession, separate from the dixpensers, the 
good for-nothing class of men, and more especi lly quacks; and it would also 
raise the status of themselves (the profession as well), and probably prove an 
incentive to better and gentlemanly conduct on their part, knowing that 
they held no mean place in the confidence of the public and their principals, 
1 consider this a very important question, one affecting the profession 


closely, 1nd that requires the serious and immediate attention of those inte- 
rested in medical registration, and in the su; pression of quackery, 


1 am, Sir, yours very truly, 
Staffordshire, March, 1967. Mepricus. 


Alumnus, (St. Bartholomew's Hospita!.)—1. It is sufficient. The regulation 


is, “the candidate shall possess a medical and surgical qualification,”— 
2. There are some. For instance, see a paragraph in our last number re- 
specting the Reading Dispensary. — 3. He wou!'d not be rejected on that 
ground.—4, No; but his certificate would be sufficient, 


Tue communication of A late Naval Surgeon shall receive consideration neat 


week. 


H. N.—Sir C. Bell was one of the greatest physiologists that ever lived. Any 


statement coming from him mast be received with the highest respect. 
Undoubtedly, strange as it may appear, the change is effected in the man- 
ner he describes. 


Mr. Korkpatrick should send the communication, and it shall receive atten- 


tien. 


A, F., (a Subseriber.)—If the fracture were adjusted by the union surgeon 
previous to the admission of the pstient into the poorheuse, a charge 
should be made to the guardians, and they ought not to refuse payment; if 
they do, however, am appeal should be made to the Poor-law Board. 

Medicus in Rure.—If our correspondent wiil send his name and address, the 





Tar letter of A Surgeon shall it possible be inserted next week. 





information shall be forwarded to him. 





SOM 


By 
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